THE 
Faithful Souldier's Reward ; 
Or, a Glimpſe of the 
SAINTS HAPPINESS; 


Diſcovered in two SERMONS, 
occaſioned by the Death of thar 
truly Vertuous and Rcligious 
Gentlewoman, Mrs. Katherine 
Diſney. (ll 

The former Preached at Kirkſtead, | 
the Place of her laſt abode here vp- 
on Earth, on the 18:h Day of ay, Vs 
1690, bcing the Lord's Day. «© ik 

And the latter at Smarderby, ncar 
Lincoln, where ſhe was Interr'd the 
Tueſday following, 
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Rev. 21, 7. He that overcometh ſhall inherit all 
things, and I will be has God,and ht (hall ot my Son. 
Rev, 2. 10, — Bt thos faithful unto Dext', 214 I 
will gize thee 2 Crown of Life, 
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] have fought a good Frobt, 1 
have fouſhed my Courſe, 1 
have kept the Faith. Hence- 
forth there is laid up for me 
a Crown of Righteouſneſs, 
which the Lord the Reghteous 
Judge ſhall give me at that 
Day : and not to me only, 
but wnto all them alſo that 
love his Appearms. 


HE deceaſed Gentlews»- 
man, and our honoured 
Friend, whoſe D:ath bath 


occalioned our prcl.nt 
Meeting, did ſome Years ago make 
choice of this Scripture, to be prea- 
ched ypon at her Funcrglz and 
therefore it was recommended to 
me by her moſt affectionate (and 
A 2 now 
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now ſorrowful) ſurviving Husband, 
And had 1 been left unto my own 
choice, I could not have pitched up- 
on a more ſuitable Subject; conſide- 
ring the Temptations and Conflidy 
ſhe had, more than many other 
Chriſtians do ever meet with. 

The Life of every ſincere Chriſti 
an 1s a continual Warfare, yet ſome 
are exercis'd with ſharper Com- 
bates than many others ever are; 
amongſt whom may be reckoned onr 
deceated Friend ; bcing one that 
was allaulted with many Tempts- 
tions, yet through the Captain of 
her Salvation, ſhe did conquer and 
overcome. So that well might ſhe 
apply this Scripture to her ſelf, and 
(in Humility) ſay with the Apoſtle 
St. Paul ; 

I have fought a good Fight, I have 


finiſhed my Courſe, I bave hept the I tio 
Faith: Henceforth there u laid up fo & her 
me a Crown of Righteouſneſs, &c. to | 
" 

In which Scripture, the holy A- FF car 
poſtle allerteth theſe two Particu- IF tur: 
lars. and 


i, Hu 
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1. His Faithfulneſs in bu Duty. 
2, The Reward of his Faithfulneſs. 


The Firſt for Timothy's Imitation ; 
the Second for his Encouragement. 


| ſhall ſpeak chiefly to the Latter 
of theſe ; but will firſt conſider the 
Context, and the Meaning of the 
Words ; and thea come to that 
Point of Dottrine, which I purpoſe 
to build my preſent Diſcourſe 
upon. 

In the three firſt Chapters of this 
Epiſtle, the Apoſtle direfts Timothy 
to ſeveral Duties, and excires him to 
the faithful Diſcharge of the ſame ; 
giving him alſo to underſtand what 
perillous Times there ſhould come 3 
and how that Troubles and Perſecu- 
tions were to be expected ; and 
hereupon he further exhorteth him 
to Conſtancy in his Duty, chap. 3. 
!,—14. Minding him aiſo of his 
early Knowledg in the holy Scrip- 
tures, and ſhewing the Excellency 
and Profitablencfs of them, ver 
Is, 87, 
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And leſt Timothy ſhould bediſcou- 
raged, and grow remiſs in his Duty, 
from the Oppoſition and Perſecuti. 
ons he ſhould meet with from Men ; 
the Apoltle molt earneſtly chargeth 
him, as in the Preſence of the All- 
ſceing Ged, and as he will anſwer it 
to Chriſt at the great Day of Judg- 
ment, that be be faithful, ſerious and 
diligent, in the great Work and Du- 
ties of the Miniſtry, chap. 4. 1, 2. 

Ard for the further preſſing this 
Charge upon him, he lays before 
him the neceſſity of it, with reſpe& 
to the Church's Welfare ; For the 
time will come (faith he) when thy 
woll not endure ſound Dottrine, but after 
their own Luſt ſhall they heap to them 
ſelves Teachers, having itching Ear: 
And they ſhall twrn away their Ear! 
from the Truth, and (hall be turned un 
to Fables, ver. 3,4. And ſecing it 
ſhall be ſo, therefore preach the Word, 
be inſt ant in Seaſon, and out of Seaſon; 
i, e. Lay hold of all Opportunities 
for the bringing Perſons to the 
Truth, and eſtabliſhing them in it, 
Reprove, rebuke, andexbort with all long- 
S:fering and Dottrine ;, q. d. Suit thy 
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ſelf and Diſcourſe to every one's 
Caſe and Condition z reprove ſuch 
3 are faulty, rebuke groſs Sinners, 
and exbort all Men, with unwearied 
Long-ſuffering and ſound Dottrine 
bearing with their Pecviſhneſs, Stub- 
ddrnanels, &c. 


And in ver. 5. he renews his 
Charge, or Exhortation, to T :mothy ; 
Gying, Watch thou in all things, &c, 
q. 4. Secing there will be ſuch a ſad 
Defection, as I have ſhewed thee 
there ſhall certainly be; therefore 
be thou the more vigilant and 
watchful, both over thy Self and 
Flock; and endure Afiction and 
Hardneſs, as a good Souldier of 


Chriſt. Do the Work of an Evangeliſt, Chap. 2.3, 


ia gathering aud confirming Chur- 
ches : make fall proof of thy Miniſtry ;, 
i.e, perform it thorowly 1a all the 
parts of it, fo as fully ro approve 
thy ſelf to be @ faithful Miniſter of 
Chriſt, And then he backs his Ex- 
hortation with a ſecond Reaſon, and 
that is, the Nearneſs of his own Diſ- 
ſolution. Ver. 6. For I am now ready 
tobe offer'd, aud the time of my Depar- 
tare 4s at hand ,, q. _ Was a while 

4 [ 
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Pal, 116, 
L5- 


wherein the Apoſtle doth further 
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| ſhall ſoffer —_— and ſeal 
the Truths which 1 have preach, 
with my own Blood ; and ſhall there- 
by become an acceptable Sacrifice to 
God. Whether Pan/came to know 
the Nearneſs of his Death, by the 
Carriage of Nero the Roman Em- 
peror,, under whom he ſuffered, or 
whether he had it by Revelation 
from God, is uncertain'to us but 
certain it is, that he did knowit: 
And thereupon, lays it before Time. 
thy as an Argument to enforce hi 
Exhortation upon him : 9. 4. © For- 
+ aſmuch, as within a while, the 
Church will be deprived of my 
Help, therefore it will need thy 
greater Care and Diligence: And 
astothy ſelf, while I am with thee, 
thou halt the help of my lnſtruQi 
ons and Exhortations, and the Be- 
nefit of my Example : bur ſeeing 
| ſhall ſhortly be taken from thee, 
therefore thou oughteſt to give the 
more earneſt Heed to what | now 
write unto thee. So mnch as to 
the Context. 

And now I come to my Text; 
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excite, and encourage Timothy to his 
Duty. 

1, By declaring unto him what 
his own Practice had been: / have 
fought a good Fight, &c. Shewing 
hereby, that there was no Duty, 
which he had been exhorting Tzmo- 
thy unto, but what he had conſtantly 
praCtis'd himſelf ; and that with the 
greateſt Diligence and Faithfulne(s. 

2. By his ſhewing the Reward of 
his great Faithfulneſs and Dili- 
gence: Henceforth there is laid up 
for me a Crown of Righteouſneſs, &c. 
9. d.. Conſider well what my Practice 
hath been; and that I have not 
fought in vain, run in vain, nor 
hboured in vain ; but ſhall have an 
eternal and inconceivable Reward 
conferr?d upon me: And let the 
Conſideration of this, encourage 
thee to the greater Faithfulneſs and 
Diligence in Duty. 

The Apoſtle ſeems to allude unto 
the Grecian Games, when he ſpeaks 
of his fighting, running, and his be- 
ing crowned. 

1 bave fought a good Fight ;, q. d. 
My Life kath been a military Life, 

evcu 
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even acontinual Warfare ; yet have 
I not fought the evil Fights of am- 
bitious or quarrelſom Men : but the 
Fight which 1 have fought, is the 
good Fight of Faith : I have ſtoutly 
oppoſed the Enemies of my Salva- 
tion, and through Chriſt (my Cap- 
tain and Leader) have conquered 
and overcome. 

The Life of a Chriſtian is often 
in Scripture compared unto a War- 
fare, becauſe of thoſe ſpiritual Ene- 
mies which are continually Warring 
againſt us. There are three great 
Enemies, which every Chriſtian has 
to grapple with. As, 

1, The Devil, which is a very 
ſabtil, watchjul and powerful E- 
nemy, 2 Cor. 11. 3, 14. He hath 
many Devices, Wiles and Stratagen, 
2 Cor. 2. 11, Epheſ. 6.11, He's a me 
licious and emraged Enemy, 1 Pet. 5.8. 
Who roveth about with unwearied 
Diligence, ſeeking whom be may de- 
vour, He bath his fiery Darts to mo- 
leſt thoſe, whom he cannot entice by 
his enſnaring Wiles 3 Epbeſ. 6. 16. 
Yea, we have not only this great Ad- 
veriary, the Prince of Devils, to 

grap 
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grapple with, but whole Legions of 
Devils, even all the Powers of Dark- 
neſs, Epheſ. 6. 12. 

2. Another Enemy of our Souls, 
is this evil World. There arc two 
ways by which the World overcomes 
Multitudes. 

(1.)by irs Smiles and Allurements, 
1 Job. 2. 16. 

(2.) By its Frowns and Threats, 
Job. 15. 19, 20. 

Thouſands are drawn from God, 
and eternally ruined, by the Smiles 
and Allurements of this evil World. 
Some are taken with Pleaſures, ſome 
with Riches, and ſome with Ho- 
nours : Theſe are Satan's Baits, 
whereby he catcheth Multitudes,and 
keeps them in his Power, Lake 14. 
16, — 20. Mar. 4. 18, 19. 1 Tim. 6. 
9, — 12. Adat. 19. 16, — 22. 

Again 3 Many who have in fome 
meaſure eſcaped the World's Al- 
lurements, have been conquered and 
overcome by its Frowns and Threars, 
Mat. 13.2c,21. Joh. 12-42. Yea, 
ſuch an Enemy is this evil World, 
that none can overcome it, but ſuch 
as are ſpiritual; they who are Be- 

lievers$ 
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Gal. 5-17, 


lievers indeed, and are born from 
above, 1 Job. 5. 4, 5. 

3- Another Enemy that Chriſti. 
ans have to grapple with, 1s Carnal- 
felf, or our unmortified Corrupti- 
ons: 1 find a Law in my Member, 
warring againſt the Law of my Mind, 
and bringing me unto Captrouy to the 
Law of Sin, (ſaith the Apoſtle, Kom. 
7. 21, 23.) Now the Fleſh, or Car- 
nal-ſelf, is a very dangerous and 
deceittu} Enemy ; Jer. 17. 9. The 
Heart 1s deceitful above all things, and 
de ſptrately wicked, who can know it ? 
It's an old faying, (and in this re. 
ipeit a true one) that a Man has 
need of no worſe an Enemy than he 
briags from home. For ſure | am, 
there 1s no Man hath a more/dange- 
rous Enemy than Carnal-ſel6, Our 
Enemies without could never hurt 
us, If it were not for this Enemy 
within. For, look as when an Houle 
ts beſet, then one Enemy within is 
much more dangerous than many 
without : So this home-bred and in- 
dwelling Enemy, Carnal-ſelf, kets in 
the Devil and the World, to the 
ſpoiling and vndoing of the poor 
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Soul. No wonder then, that the 
firſt Leſſon which Chriſt teacherh 
his Diſciples, is a Leſlon of Selt-de- 
nial, (Mat. 16. 24.) If any Man will 
come after me, let bim deny himſelf, &c. 
Keep down Self, and we conquer all; 
but if Carnal-ſelf get the upper- 
hand, the Devil and the World will 
eaſily overcome us. Ir is fate Ad- 
vice therefore, which the Apoſtle 
gives, 1 Pet. 2.11, 1 beſeech you as 
Strangers and Pilgrims, (laith he) ab- 
fan from fleſhly Luſts, which war a- 
gain(# the Soul, 

Theſe are the dangerous Enemies 
that Chriſtians have to grapple with ; 
and none can overcome them, but 
through Faith in Chriſt Jcſus. 

Now ſome may ask, why this 
Fight of Faith is calld a good 
Fight ? 

Unto which I anſwer, It may be 
ſo called upon ſeveral accounts ; As, 

1. Becauſe they that are ingag'd 
In this Warfare, do fight for a good 
Cauſe, the beſt that ever Souldiers 
fought for ; they being God's Enc- 
mies as well as theirs, whom they 
hght againſt 3 and his Glory «s well 
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as their own Salvation, is that which 
is contended for. 

2. They have a good Captain, 
the beſt that ever Souldiers fought 
under ; for the Lord Jeſus _ ls 
their Captain and Leader, Heb. 2. 

3. They are furniſhed whh the 
beſt Armour and Weapons, that e- 
ver Souldiers made uſe of. The 
Chriſtian Armour jis Armour of 
proof ; and their Wea = "t 
tal, and mighty throug 
pulling down the Ts. Holds of Sin, 
Epheſ. 6. 10, = 17. 2 Cor, 10, 3, 
4» 5 

4+ Their Wages are the beſt that 
ever Souldiers receiv'd ; #He that 6 
vercometh, ſhall inberit all things ;, and 

I will be has God, and he ſball be ny 
Son, Rev. 21. 7. Sochap. 2: 7, 10,11, 
17. Chap. 3. 5, 12, 21. 

There is good reaſon you ſee, 
why the Life of a Chriſtian may 
be compared to a Warfare ; and 
why this ſpiritual Combare, or Fight 
of Faith, may be ſaid to be a good 
Fight. Let us all then be perſwaded 
to fight this good Fight of Faith, 
Never had Souldiers greater Encou- 

ragement 


> SS Wm © US 


ET » F< thr Do FF tHHie << 3” 


 aGlimpſe of the Saints Happineſs. 


nm 


ragement to hght, than we have un- 
der Chriſt's Banner 3 and never had 
Souldiers more necd to fight than 
we; for we muſt either fight or 
dies fight couragiouſly. or periſh e- 
ternally. And if we will reſolve up- 
on this, we mult ſee that our Faith 
be true and ſaving ; for ſuch as want 
a true Faith, cannot poſlibly fight 
the Fight of Feith ; therefore la- 
bour we for a lively Faith, and then 
live we in the lively Exerciſe of it. 

Thus you fee what is meant by the 
firſt Words in my Text, / have fongbt 
a good Fight, | proceed now to the 
next Words. 

I have fimſhed my Courſe ;, q. d. God 
appointed me a Race to run, both as 
a Chriſtian, and alſo as an Apoltle 
and Miniſter of Chriſt ; the which 
Race | have now finiſhed, and am 
come to the End and Period of my 
Days, At. 20. 22, -= 24. 

The Life of a Chriſtian is ofren 
(in Scripture) compared to a Race, 
as wcll as to a Warfare, 1 Cor. 9. 24, 
— 27, Heb. 12.1. 

Well then, let ws lay aſide every 
Weight, and the Sin which deth ſo wy 
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Plal, 1-21+ 


ly beſet ws, and let run with Patience 
the Race that is ſet before w. Let us 
preſs forward towards the Mark, 75 
this great Apoſtle did, Phil. ;. 13,14. 
He ran the Chriſtian Race with an 
holy Activity and Vigour, nll he 
got to the Goal, and won the Prize: 
Let us ſo run, that we may obt ain. 

What a bleſſed Condition is that 
Perſon in, who can think of his DiCſ- 
ſolution with Joy and Comfort, and 
can ſay with an holy Triumph, 1 
have finiſhed my Courſe ? Such a 
Condition was this holy Apoſtle in, 
when he writ this Epiſtle to Timothy ; 
he knew, that to die was bid gain: 
having fought a good Fight, and thro 
Chriſt overcome : Having rwn the 
Race that was ſet before him, and kept 
the Faith unto the end: i.e. adhered 
conitantly in Judgment and Pradtice, 
to the Faith he profeſſed, and prea- 
ched ro others ; he could therefore 
ſay, with the fulleſt aſſurance, 

Henceforth there u laid up for me 4 
Crown of Kiphteouſneſs, &c. 

Heaven 1s expreſs'd in Scripture 
by ſeveral Metaphorical Names 5 as 


ſometimes it is called Paradſe, 2 Cor. 
F2, 2, 4 Some- 
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Sometimes It is called an Houſe, 
Job, 14. 2. ſometimes it is called a 
City, Heb. 11. 16. ſometimes it is 
called a Kingdom, Locke 12. 32. And 
ſometimes 1t is called a Crown, as 
here in my Text. 

« For the Pleaſantneſs of ir, it is 
& called Paradiſe ;, to note our A- 
« bode and Reſt in it, it is called 
«* an Houſe; for the Amplitude of 
© it, it is called a City; and for the 
« Sptendor of it, a Kingdom. And 
to the exceeding Height of 
Glory that Believers are advanced 
to, it is called a Crown. Sometimes 
a Crown of Life, Jam. 1. 12. ſome- 
times a Crown of Glory, 1 Pet. 5. 4. 
And here in my Text, a Crown of 
Righteouſneſs. 

1s 5t called a Crown of Rights- 
ouſneſs ? 

Anſw. 1t may be ſo called on ſeve- 
ral accounts. 

1. Becauſe it is the Purchaſe of 
Chriſt's Righteouſneſs, Ephe/. 1. 14. 
Heb. 9, 12. Rom. 5. 18, 

2. Becauſe it is given as a free Re- 
ward,to ſuch as lead a righteous Life, 
Rom, 2. 7, 10. chap. 6. 23. 1/a. 3. 10. 

B 3. Bc- 


es 
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3- Becauſe the Righteous God 
hath promiſed ir, and therefore 
will beſtow it; Fam. 1..t2. Heb. 6, 10, 
; Now the whole Verſe may be thus 
paraphras'd, [ Henceforth, or; 44 to 
what remains, there # appojnted, pre- 
pared, and in ſafe kgepiny for. me, eter- 
nal Life and Happineſs, en. immortal 
Crown of Glory; which the Righteow 
God hath promiſed, and therefore mil 
beſtow it ,, a :( reown which: i the Pur- 
chaſe of Chriſt"s Righteouſneſs, and an- 
ple Reward of mine, though 1 have n 
ways merited or deſerved it. Anather 
kind of Crown is this, than what the 
Conquerors uſed to bave'm the Grecian 
Games, even 4 great and moſt excellent 
Reward, \ a Glory with which my whol: 
Ain ſhall be encompaſſed, as Man; 
Head «« mith a Crown. | 

Such a Crown of Righteouſneb 


Nat,16,2,, 21 the Lord the righteaws | Fndg 'q1vt 
Rom, 2. 6, 94 at the Day of Judgment 5, (win 


JC, 


all ſhall be rewarded according to 
their Works :) and net to me. efily ſha 
thu Crown be given 4s | 
Remard ;, but whoſoever. ball truly &+- 
lieve in Chriſt, and ſhall: ſo lead thes 
Lives in this World, as that they ca 
dere 
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Thus much ſhall ſuffice for Expli- 
cation. 


I rome now to the Dottrine, And 
that which I ſhall baild my preſent 
Diſcourſe _ and which natural- 
ly ariſeth the Words of my 
Text, 1s as followeth. 


Dot. There is eternal Life and 
Happineſs, an immortal Crown of 
Glory, yea, the bigheſt Felic 
that the Heart of Man can wi 
or deſire, . appointed, purchaſed, 
and nh d for Ts 
Soul, who overcomes in the ſpr- 
ritual Warfare, and continues 
faubful unto the Death, 


am. 1. 12. Bleſſed is the Man that 
eh Temptation ;, for when be iis 
ried, be al receive the Crown of 
Lfe, the Lord hath promiſed to 
them that love bum. 
| B 2 Rev. 
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Revs 21.7, te that overcomal 
ſhall inherit. al things, and I will be hy 
God, and he ſhall be my Soni. 

1 Cor. 2. 9. Eye batb not ſeen, mr 
Far beard, neither have entred mis 
tne Heart: of Man, the things which 

"od bath prepared for them that low 
iM, 

© The Eye may have:ſeen much, 
© and the Ear may! bave heard of 
* more ; but the Heart may conceive 
© of a far greater Happineſs than - 
© ther Eye hath ſeen, or Ear hath 
© heard of; yet ll comes infinitely 
© ſhort ofthat Happineſs,which Gol 
« hath prepared for his faittiful Peo 
(a 


Mat. 13. 43. Ther. ſhall the Rights 
ona ſhine forth as the Syw, in the Kuy- 
dom af their F ather., 

Rev. 2.10. Be thou faithful wt 
Death, and 1 will goo thee a Cromnd 


Life. 


'Many more Scriptures might bt 
brought for the proof of the Poiat 
laid down; bur theſe which [ hare 
mentioned, are ſufficient to eyideac 
the Truth thereofs 

; No# 
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Now the Method which I ſhall 
obſerve in ſpeaking to this DoCtrine, 
will be ro thew you, (fo far as the 


Lord ſhall enable me) 


1, When Believers ſhall come to the 
Enjoyment of this Happineſs. 

2, Where it will chiefly conſiſt. 

3. Upon what account the Lord will 
wnfer it upon them, And, 

4. Make Application. 


I. Then, When ſhall Brlievers 
nome ro the Enjoyment of this Happs- 
neſs ? 

| anſwer, They ſhall enjoy it in 
part at their Death, but fully at the 
ReſurreCtion.” For, 

1, At Death, the Souls of the 
Faithful do immediately paſs into 
Heaven, and their Bodies lie aſleep 
in their Graves, as in Beds of Reſt. 
(Ia. 57. 2.) They ſball enter into Peace, 
they ſhall reſt in their Beds. 

The Death of the Righteous is a 
ſweet Sleep, out, of which they ſhall 
be awaked ; and their Graves in like 
manner, are Beds of Reſt, out of 
which they ſhall riſe again. 

B 3 That 
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AMaunton on part, and fo 
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That the Bodies of the Saints do 
thus reſt in their Graves till the ge- 
neral Reſurreftion, I know none that 
will deny ; but that their Souls (the 
mean while) are in the atual En- 
joyment of Happineſs with Chril, 
is denied by ſome : though I know 
not the Icaſt Grounds they have to 
deny it. And it has often been 
wonder to me, (as it may be to any 
who conſiderately reads the Scrip- 
tures) that ever fo plain a Truth a 
this is, ſhould be ſo much as queſtio- 
ned by any. Yet ſome (profeſling 
the Chriſtian Religion) do poſtive- 
ly deny it ; afhrming that the Soul 
doth ſleep with the Body till the ge- 
neral Refarrection. But furely S. 
Paxl would never have been in 2 
Strait, (as he expreſſed himſelf to 
be, Phil. 1. 23.) if he were to bere- 
duced upon his Diſſolution into a 
Condition of ſtu _ Sleep, without 
any Capacity of glorifying or et 
joying God : 1 am m a Strait betwixt 

ok 


th he) having 4 Deſire to &- 
4 with Chriſt, which i 


2 Cor, $.%. far better. * To be with Chriſt, 


8. þ. 57. 


_ - NPI: (ar.chers Oh 


 aGlimpſe of the Saints Happineſs. 


BP — 


« is at the Right-hand of God, 
« (Col. 3. 1.) Now the Apoſtle 
* ſpeaketh not this in regard of his 
* Body, but 1a regard of his Soul 
« for his Body could not be with 
* Chriſt preſently upon his Diſſolu- 
« tion, till it was raiſed up at the 
* Laſt-day : but he knew that his 
* Soul ſhould, and thar it would be 
* in a far better State than the e- 
* ſtate it enjoycd here. 

« But 5s 4t not better (you will ſay) 
* to remain here, and ſerve God, than 
® tg depart hence ? 

&« It were ſo, if the Soul was in a 
& State wherein we neither know, 
* nor love Chriſt ? Yea it would 
* certainly be far worſe for Paxl, 
* to have his Body rotting in the 
« Grave, and his Soul without all 
&* Fruition of God, if this were true. 
But he well knew, that if once his 
Soul was ſeparated from the Body, 
he ſhould enjoy a far greater Happi- 
neſs than he was capabie of enjoying 
whilſt he was here. 

Many more Scriptures might be 
brought for the proof of this Truth ; 
| ſhall name a few. 
| "WH Luk. 


——_— 
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Luk. 16. 22. And it came to paſs, 
that the Beggar died, and was carried 
by the Angels into Abraham's Boſom, 
&® By the Boſom of Abraban i 
* meant Heaven, and Hell is oppo- 
* ſed to it; and tis explain'd, ver, 
* 25, He is comforted, but thu art 
&® tormented, Heaven is a Place of 
Comfort, and Hell is a Place of T or. 
ment : No ſooner did Lazarus die, 
but he was carried by the Angels into 
Heaven ; No ſooner did the rich 
Man die, but he was dragged by 
the Devils into Hell. (Yer. 23, 24.) 
Hind in Hell be lift up his Eyes being in 
Torment, and ſeeth Abraham afar , 
and Lazarus in bis Boſom. © There- 
*- fore I argue, not only from L« 
«* z4r# his being in Abrabam's Bo- 
& ſom, but alſo from the rich Many 
* being in Hell; for God is not 
«© more prone to puniſh, than he is 
© to reward. If the Wicked be in 
«© Torment as ſoon as they die, 
« then the Saints are in their Hap- 
« pineſs preſently upon their Dil- 
* ſolution. 

Another Place is Lake 16. 9. And 
i fo awe you, aady 66 your fun 

ri 
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Friends of the Mammon of Unrighte« 
ouſneſs, that when ye fail, they may re- 
cerve you into everlaſting Habit ations, 
j, e, Do good with your worldly 
Riches, and thereby evidence your 
Faith to be true, and ſo conſequent- 
ly make God your Friend ; that 
when you come to die, he may re- 
ceive you into Heaven, 1 Tim, 6, 
I7, — 19. Lak. 19. 8. AR. 10. 4. 
Mat. 25. 34, — 36+ 

When ye fail ;, ** What is that time 
* failing? It cannot be meant of 
® Condemnation in the Judgment, 
* for there is no eſcaping or rever- 
* ſing that Sentence ; therefore 'tis 
* meant of the Hour of Death ; then 
* are Believers reccived into ever- 
* laſting Habitations, and their e- 
_ verlaſling Habitation is in Hea- 
® ven. 

Another Argument which pro- 
veth this Truth, is that with which 
Chriſt ilenc'd the Sadduces, Mar. 22. 
Ad Have ye not _— _ 
T.4 unto G aying, 
yu ap. of of faq and the God 
of Iſaac, and the God of Jacob ; God 
* not the God of the Dead, but of the 
; Living. 
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Living. © The Sadduces denied the 
& {mmortality of the Soul, as well 
* as the Refurreftion of the Body ; 
«* and Chriſt diſproyeth both by 
&* this Argument : 1 am the Godof 
© Abraham, and the God of Iſaac, 

Exod.z. 5, * «1d the Godof Jacob. Theſe words 
* were ſpoken by God unto Moſes 
& Jong after the Deceaſe of Abra- 
© bam, Iſaac and Jacob; and it is 
«* not ſaid,l was, but I am the God of 
« Abraham, &c. Now faith Chriſt, 
God us not the God of the Dead, but of 
the Living : therefore Abrahan, 
Fax and Facob (though long ago 
deceaſed) are yet alive : So the 
Souls of all the Faithful departed our 
of .this World, do live to God in 
Heaven, Lake 20. 38. 

Anather Scripture which clearly 
proves this Truth, is Luke 23. 43: 
The penitent Thief had deſired 
Chriſt .to remember him, when he 
came into his Kingdom : And Chrilt 
anſwered him again, and ſaid, hoy 
I ſay wito thee, To day ſhalt thou 
wich me in Paradiſe. * Chriſt ſhew- 
& eth, . that be would not defer his 
* Hope, but his.Defire. ſhould be 

| & accom- 
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& accompliſhed that Day ; *tis not 
* adjourned ro many Days, Months 
* or Years, but to Day, faith Chriſt ; 
+ 4. 4. Thou ſhalt immediately en- 
& joy thy Deſire. Now what Chriſt 
+ promiſed to him, he promiſed ir 
© to him as a penicent Believer 3 and 
© what beloagerh £o one Believer, 
& belongeth to all in a like Caſe. 
« Therefore if his Soul in the very 
« Day of his Death was tranſlated 
* to Paradiſe, the Souls of other 
* Believers will be fo in like manner. 
Rev. 2. 7. To bim that overcometh, 
will 1 give to cat of the Tree of Life, 
which 35 in the midſt of the Paradiſe of 
Ged. * Nodoubt but by Paradiſe 
« 1s meant Heaven, and ſo the A- 
* paſte explaineth it, 2 Cor. 12.24. 
Thither the penitent Thief went 
immediately after bis Death, and fo 
doth every believing Soul. 

Another Scripture that proves this 
Truth, and the laſt that 1 ſhall name, 
is 2 Cor. 5. 8. We are confident, 42 
and willing, rather to be abſeme from 
<a and to be prefent with the 
Lord. 
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Pla,15.11, 


This is ſo plain a' Text for the 
proof of this Truth, that if we had 
no other Scripture to prove It by, 
even this alone were ſufficient : For 
we know (ſaith the Apoſtle) that 
white we are at home in the Body, we 
are abſent from the Lord, ver. 6. But 
are willing, rather to be abſent from the 
Body, and to be preſent with the Lord, 
ver. 8. So that as ſoon as the Souls 
of the Faithful are ſeparated from 
the Body, they are taken immedi- 
ately into the Preſence of the Lord ; 
in whoſe Preſence there u Fulneſs of 
Joy, and at whoſe Right-hand there 
are Pleaſures for evermore. 

And thus I have ſufficiently 
prov d, that the Souls of the Faith- 
tul at Death, do immediately pals in- 
to Heaven, and their Bodies lic a- 
ſleep in their Graves, as in Beds of 
Reſt. Now, 


2. At the general RefſurreCtion, 
when Chriſt ſhall come to Judgment, 
the Bodies of the Saints ſhall be 
raiſed in Glory, and re-united unto 
their Souls, even theſe very ſelf ſame 
Bodies which now we haye. 1 Theſ]. 

4. 16. 
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4-16. For the Lord himſelf ſhall de- 
ſecend from Heaven with a Showt, with 
the Voice of the Archangel, and with 
the Trump of God, and the Dead in 
Chriſt ſhall riſe firſt. So Fob. 5.28, 29. 
Marvel not at this, (Gaith Chrilt) for 
tbe hour u coming, in the which all that 
at in the Graves, ſhall bear bu Voice, 
and ſhall come forth; they that have 
done good, nnta the Reſurrettion of Life, 
and they that have done evil, unto the 
Keſurrettion of Damnation. 

This will be a joyful Day to eve- 
ry believing Soul; but a Day of Ter- 
ror and Amazement to the Wicked'; 

'When' the Lord Feſws Chriſt ſhall be 
thus revealed from Heaven, with bus 
mighty Angels, in flaming Fire, taking 
Fangeance on them that know not God, 
wid that obey net the Goſpel of our Lord 
Teſma Chriſt ;, who ſhall be puniſbed with 
everlaſting Deſtruttion, from the Pre- 
ſence of the Lord, 'and from the Glory 
of bis Power : When be ſhall come to be 
glorified in his $ aints, and to be admired 
w all them that believe, 2 Thell. 1. 
Ty——10. 

The Thoughts of this moſt Bleſ- 
fed Day (which Job foreſaw by 

Faith) 


— — _—£xCC D_ _S TLDS 


Jo The Faibful Seuldier's Reward or, 


Faith) did\ much refreſh his Soul, & 4 
ander his heavy AfMictions. C 

Job 19. 25, 26, 27: 1 know (ſaith t 
he) that my Redeener liverb, andthu | © 
be fhall land at the latter Day upon the NY 4% 


Worms deſtroy this Boy, n 
Fleſh 1 fee God — ut ſh 
fee for my felf,, anid vnine Eyes ſhall be. } ti 
bold, and not another, thengh my Reins NY Si 
be conſumed within me. Job was well © be 
aſſured, that the ſelf-Came Body Þ&F 8 
which had ſuffered ſo much in the I} ri 
World, and which ſhould rot ir the & 
Earth, and be eaten with Worms, 
ſhould be raifed} again at the laſt JF un 
Day. ric 
Yet this we muſt know, that tho I wh 
the/ſame Body ſhall be raiſed again, I 
yet a very- great Change ſhall paſs I Wil 
upon'it. 1'Cor. 15. 42,—44. it# | £0) 
fown'in Corruption, it is raiſed in In- 
corruption 5, it is ſown in Diſhonour, it ; 
u raiſed in Glory : it # ſown in Weak- Np © 
neſs, it is raiſed in Power : It is ſoon |} fo! 
a nateral Body, it « raiſed a ſpiritual & ta 
Body. So Phil. 3. 20, 21. Onr Con- 
ver ſation is in Heaven, (faith the A- & An 
poltle there) . from whence __ this 
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look, for the Saviour the Lord Teſwa 
Chriſt ; who ſhall change ——— 
that it may be faſhioned like wnto bi 
Gloriew Body, accordung to the Work. 
ing whereby be 14 able even t0-ſubdue all 
"hog! unto bimſelf. 
bleſſed Change indeed ! They 
ſhall be faſhioned like unto his glo- 
rious Body ! Now the Bodies of the 
Saints are wile, but then they ſhall 
be g/oriow, For Chriſt's Body now 
glorified in Heaven, , is ſurely a glo- 
ricus Body. Indeed * :. And the Bo» * Rey, :, 
dies of the Saints ſhall be like his, 13 15. 
© how joyfully will the Soul re- Ma 17 
urite\with the Body, when this glo+- * ** 
rious Change is-palled upon it ! And 
what a bleſſed Union will this be, 
nevermore. to be broken! O then 
will the Saints be in a, Capacity of 
enjoying the higheſt Felicity. 


3. Their Bodies 'ard Souls thus 
re-uniced, ſhall be received into Man- 
ſons of Bliſs and Glory, where they 
_ for =_ = with the qo and 

y py to all Eternity, 
wry how ſhould the Tlwughts of 
this chear our Hearts, and ey u$ 

uacver 


— 
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under all our Trials. Let not your 
Hearts be troubled, (ſaith Chriſt) ye 
Joh. 14-1, believe in God, believe alſo in me, In 
% 3 Father's Houſe are many Manſions | 
if is were not ſo, I would have told 
you; I1pgoto prepare a Place for you: 
And if 1 go and prepare a Place for you, 
I will come again, and receive you wnto 
my ſelf, that where I am, there ye may 
be alſe. O comfortable Words in- 
deed ! Yea, and Chriſt has left them 
for our Comfort : Wherefore comfort 
1 Theſl. 4, *** another with theſe Words, (faith 
18. the Apoſtle.) With what word: ? 
Why that Jeſus Chriſt will come in 
Ver.16,17- the Clouds, and meet Believers in the 
Air, andthey ſhall for ever be with the 
Lord. 


O bleſſed and glorious Day, when 
Chriſt ſhall pronounce that bleſſed 
Sentence to ſuch as have been his 
faithful Followers ! Come ye Bleſſed 
Mat-25-34 'f my Father, inherit the Kingdom pre- 
pared for you from the Foundation of 

the World. 
The Members of Chriſt are now 
look'd upon by the World, as 2 
Company of Hypocrites and vile 


Miſcreants, eyen ſuch as are unfit 
to 


$ © ® £ 
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to live in a Common-wealth ; but 


Fellows from the Earth, for «t u not fit 
that they ſhould live ;, but Chrilt ſaith; 
Come ye Bleſſed. 

* And Chriſt calls them the Bleſ- 
* ſed of his Father ; ſhewing there- 
* by the Orignal Cauſe and Foun- 
* tain of all our Happineſs. The 
« beginning of our Salvation was 
* from an higher Cauſe than our 
* own Holineſs; yea, than Chriſt's 
« Merit; even from the free Grace 
« and Fayour of God the Father. 
* He is the principal efficient Cavſc 
«* of the Saints Bleſſedneſs. Chrilt 
« as Mediator, is but the way to the 
« Father, (Job. 14. 6.) It is the 
« Father that appointed Chriſt, and 
« pave him to Sinners, (Fob. 3.16.) 
* And in time brings them to cloſe 
* with him, (Fob. 6. 44.) It is the 
* Father that prepared this King- 
* dom for them before the Founda- 
* tion of the World. They arc 
not Teſs beloved 4nd bleſſed by the 
Father, than by the Son who re- 
Gteeched them ; but whoſoever. is 


us dcar 


pn 
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dear unto the Son, is dear alſo unto 
the Father. 

O what Soul-cenraviſhing Joys will 
the Saints be filed with, when Chriſt 
ſhall pronounce this bleſled Sentence, 
Come ye Bleſſed of my Father ! 

To the Wicked he will ſay,De- 
« part, but to the Satats, Come : 2; 
« the Quinteſlence of all Miſery li- 
© eth in the oge, fo the Conſum- 
& mation of all Blefedneſ(s hicth in 
** the other. _ 

We ſee here, what the Sentence 
will be at the Great Day ;, thereaſon 
of this Sentence fallowerth ; 

For, I was an hungred, and ye gave 
me Meat ;, I pas thirſty, avid ye gave me 
Drink ;, I was @ Stranger, and ye toc 
me in ;, Naked, and ye clathed me, | 
was ſick, and ye viſited me; I pain 
Priſon, and ye came wito me ;, (Mat, 
25. 35,36.) Theſe good Works are 
mentioned by Chrilt, and given 4 
a Reaſon of the Sentence, (not as if 
Heaven was merited by them, but) 
as the undoubted Evidences and 
Fruits of. a truc and ſaving Faith. 
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And that a true Faith is implied in 
the Works here mentioned, is very 
clear and evident ; 

1, From the Expreſſion it ſelf, For 
I was an hungred, and ye gave me 
Meat, (ſaich Chriſt ;) 'twas Chrift 
they reſpected in his Members, 

Now it requireth Faith to fce 
Chriſt in a poor needy Perſon, or Pri- 
ſoner 5 to love Chriſt ia them above 
our worldly Goods ; and to part 
with our Wealth for their Relief, 
becauſe they belong to Chrilt. T his 
is a great Piece of Self-denial, aud 
doubtleſs the Fruic of a ſaviog Faitt 
for "tis not meerly the relieving the 
Poor, but the doing of it, as «v, and 
to Chriſt, 

2. Faith and good Works are very 
nearly linked rogether ; for Faith is 
not ſound and ſaving, unleſs it pro» 
duce theſe good Works ; and theſe 
Works are not acceptable, unleſs 
they proceed from Faith, and are 
done in Faith, ( Heb. 11. 6. 1 Tim. 
IS.) 

Where there is true Faith, there 
will alſo bz good Works, as the gc- 
awnc Effects and Fruits of it , ver 
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Mat.25-37. 


Ver, 38. 


Ver. 39» 


Ver. 40. 


certain it is, that the beſt of thoſe 
Works do no ways deſerve Heaven, 
(Lak. 17. 1c. Ephbeſ. 2.8, 9.) And 
the Saints will be ſo far from plea- 
ding their Works, in a way of De- 
ſert or Merit, that they will rather 
altogether diſown them 3 being ſen- 
ſible of their many and preat Im- 
perfeCtions, and how far ſhort they 
came of their Duty. 

Then ſhall the Righteous anſwer him, 
ſaying, Lord, when ſaw we thee an bun 
gred, and fed thee ;, or thirſty, and gav 
thee Drink, ? When ſaw we thee « 
Stranger, and took, thee in ;, or naked, 
and clothed thee ? Or when ſaw we the: 
fiek, or in Priſon, and came nt 
thee ? 

And the King ſhall anſwer, and ſa 
unto them, Verily, I ſay unto you, in 6 
much as ye bave done ut unto one of the 
leaſt of theſe my Brethren, ye have dont 


i unto me. 


By the way, we may obferve thelt 
three or four Particulars ; 


r. The wonderful Love and Hu- 
mility of. the Lord Jeſus Chriſt, t 
. g 
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King of Glory, in owning the poor- Joh-20.17- 
eſt, and leaſt of his Members for his #21" 
Brethren- _ 

— In a much as ye have done it 
(faith he) anto one of the leaſt of theſe 
ny Brethren, ye bave done it unto me. 
0 wonderful condeſcending Love ! 
that the great God ſhould take ſuch 

Worms as we, into ſo near a 

Relation unto himſelf. 


2. Obſerve, that Chriſt takes that 
which is done to his Members, as 
done to himſelf: 1 was an hungred 
(faith he) and ye gave me Meat ;, 1 
na thirfly, and ye gave me Drink ;, 1 
ma 4 Stranger, and ye took men; 
Naked, and ye clothed me ; I was ſick, 
and ye viſited me ;, 1 was in Priſon, and 
Je came unto me * —— For in 4s mich 
« ye have done it to one of the leaſt of 
theſe my Brethren, ye have done it unto 
me, 


So that we ſee, whatever Favours yac.io. 4c, 
are ſhewed to Chriſt's poor Mem- 41, 42- 
bers, whatever Atts of Mercy and 
Charity are exercis'd towards them 
Chriſt rakes all as done to himſelf. 
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And. on the other hand, whatf. 
ever is done agaijaſt the Metnbers of 
Chriſt, whatſoever Unmercifulneſs, 
or Acts of Cruelty are excrcis'd to- 
wards them, Chriſt takes it all as 
done againſt kym/elf. When ever 
they are lighted avd neglected, be 
looks upon bimiſelf as : concerned 
thereiu, 
Mat.25 42 Inaian bungred, (will he ſay) «nd 
ye gave me no Meat ;, 1 was thirſty, and 
Ver. 43- Je gave me ma Drink; I was a Stranger, 
and ye took me not t9;, naked, and yt 
Clathed me met ; ſick, and w Priſen, 
arg ye Viſited me not. 
. —Formamuba ye did jt nt 1 
"one of the leaſt of theſe my poor Mem- 
bers, ye did 5t not 30 me. 
So Aft.-9. 4, 5- Seul. Saul, why 
perſecueſs they me ? ( ſaith Chriſt ); 
And. Sal ſaid, Who art thou, Lord?! 
And the Lord anſwered him, and 
ſaid, I am Jeſus, whom thou perſetu- 
reſt. o'7 1 
IWby, the Lord Jcius was in Hea- 
Ven, quite above Sax/x reach ; Hom 
then could Saul perrſecuts bins 7 \It was 
11 his Ademibers, For Sawl had been 
perſecuting the poor Members of 
Chriſt, 
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Chriſt and was now going to Da- 
maſcw On the ſame Deſign; and 
Chriſt cook all thoſe Acts of Cruelty 
which were exerciſed towards his 
Members, as if they had becn done 
to his eve Perſon, 

Thus «Iſh faich the Prophet to the. 
People of the Lord, Zech. 2.3. — He 
that toncheth you, toucheth the Apple of 

Eyt, 

"This ſpeaks Comfort to the Mcm- 
bers of Chriſt, who arc hated, 211d 
perſecuted for Righteouſnels fa ke ; 

bot ſore it ſpeaks Terrour co thcir 
Enemies. For the Day: is *comiog IG. 24. 
when the 'Lord will yindicate his 

own Cauſe, and will call all ſuch to 

a Reckoning. And then they will 
alluredly find it hard, co have kick'd 
4ainſt the Pricks, ACt. 9. 5+ 

3- We may further cbſerve, how 
rery acce e unto-the Lord the 
Works of Mercy and Chauy arc, 
Theſe are the only Works which are 
mentioned in the Deſcription of the 
Laſt Judgment. 

The Lard.takes delight i in noching 
more thanhe doth in ſhewing, of 
Mercy ;.. ng wonder then,. that gay Lan 6 
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of Mercy are ſo very acceptable un- 


to him. 
Jam. 1. 27. Pure Religion and wn. 


defiled before God and the Father, « 
this, to wiſre the Fatherleſs and Wi 
dows in their Affiittions, and to hee 
himſelf unſpotted from the World. 

* And on the other hand, as God is 
well pleaſed with Acts 'of Mercy; 
ſo he's greatly provok'd with Us. 
niercifulneſs, and Atts of Cruelty, 
As ' he will fay to the Righteous 
and Merciful, Come, ye Bleſſed ;, So 
he will ſay to the Wicked and Un- 
merciful, ' Depart, ye" Curſed. He 
ſhall have Judgment without Mer- 
cy, that hath ſhewed no Allergy, 
Jam. 2. 13. 

4. Obſerve the different Tempers 
of the Righteous and Wicked in 
Jodgment. The Righteons who 
have done miany good Works, will 
be aſham'd to hear any'of them 
mentioned by Chriſt, fo ſenſible are 
they of their great Itmperfections : 
Lord, when ſaw we thee an bungred, 
and fed thee ? &e. (will they 1ay.) 
But the Wicked who have 'done lit- 
fle or no/good at 2ll, will be ready 

| to 
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to excuſe and juſtify themſelves ; 
ſaying, When ſaw we thee an bungred, Matth. 25. 
o a-thirſt, or a ſtranger, or naked, 44- 
or fick,, or in Priſon, and did not mi. 
iſter wnto thee ? But their vain Ex- 
cuſes will do them no good ; Far 
theſe ſhall go imto everlaſting Puniſh- Ver. 45. 
ment but the Righteous unto Life 
Eternal. 


And now I come to the Se- | 
cond Thing propounded ; which is 
to (bew you (as the Lord ſhall eoable 
me) where the Happineſs of Belie- 
vers ( in the other World ) wil 
chiefly conſiſt. 


And I humbly - conceive, it will 
chiefly conſiſt jn theſe two Particu- 
lars following 


1. Is a perfelt freedom from all that 
i really Evil. 


2: In the full enjoyment of all that 
# truly Good, 


- There is no Tongue indeed can 


poſſibly expreſs the greatneſs of the 
{\) $a111ts 
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Saints Happineſs. Yet ſo much may 
we conceive thereof, by ſeriouſly 
conſidering theſe two Particulars, 2s 
might fill our Sonls with breathing 
Deſires after the Enjoyment of it ; 
and with admiration of God's won- 
derful © Love, in providing ſuch an 
Happineſs for us. 
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Queſt. What then are thoſe Evil: 
that Believers ſhall be freed from at 

Death? 
Heb.12.23 Why, 1. They'l be freed from all 
1 Cor. 13, their Sins, Infirmities, Weakneſſes, 
= and Imperfeftions. ' And O what 
Ep. 5-27- an Happineſs will this be, -to be per- 
feftly freed from Sin! You that 
groan under the burden of Sin, can 
ſer your Seal to this Truth, that a 
perfett Freedom from-gll oor Cor- 
ruptions will make us happy indeed. 
Chear np then, beliewing Sud, whoſe 
Infirmities and Weakneſſes are thy 
reateſt Burden 3 for a time of Re- 
freſhment will ſhortly come. Yet a 
little while, and thou ſhalt ſin no 
more, nor ſorrow any more. Thou 
art now troubled for thy Unbelicf, 


thy hardneſs of Hcart, -and — 
0 
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of Spirit ; and that thy Aﬀettions 
are ſo flat and low, thy Corruptions 
ſo ſo trong, and thy Failings ſo many 3 
acd that thon walk'ſt' on ſo heavily 
in the Ways of God,and canſt not do 
the good thou wouldſt: but Death 
will knack off all -theſe Ferters, 
= ſet _— free _ a while. 
that I m mever fin more 

amſt my —_ gracious God ! "_— 

(lays 2 poor gracious Soul.) Why, 
I tell thee, aw Seat, (and take it for 
thy comfort) that it is but a little 
while,” and thou ſhalt fin no more, nor 
forrew any more, ner diſhonour thy gra- 
fiow God any mere ;, which 1s now 
the chief cauſe of thy greateſt Sor- 
row. 

There is no Comfort ariſeth from 
benes,, ro ſuch 44 are in Love and in 
League with Sin : but to theſe whoſe 
Sin s their great Grief and Burden, 


he aff or deth matter of very great Com- 


2. BRelicvers ſha likewiſe be freed 

from all their Temptations and ? <® 7-5: 
Enemies. Now they are troubled 
on every ſide, and moleſted with 
many Temptations ; but Death(with- 
in 
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in a while) will ſet them free, For 
if the time will come, when God's 
People here on Earth ſhall obtain 
Freedom from their Enemies in a 
very great meaſure, how much more 
when they come to Heaven ? (See 
| 11. 9. and chap. 65, 17, —25. 

ev. 20. ly 2, 3-) Chear up, then Be- 
lieving Soul, art bere ſurrounded 
with many _— O— ; for there is ma 
Tempter in Heaven, either to entice 
thee to Sin, or to trouble and moleſt 
thee : there are no Snares there to en- 
tangle thee ;, no Enemy there, that ſhal 
in any-wiſe burt thee, No, no, thow'lt 
have none but Friends in Heaven, and 
the beſt of Friends, 


There Triumph over Sin is won, 
The Devil and Death defac'd, 
The Kingdom of the Juſt begun, 
And there in Glory plac'd, 
There Tyrants nothing have to do, 
Nor Rack, nor Rope is known : 
Tormentors all, and Satan too, 
Are fully overthrown, 


As one thus expreſſeth #t in Metre. 
3. Bc- 
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3- Believers ſhall be JAR 
freed from all their Sickneſles, Pains 
and Sorrows. Rev.7. 16, 17. They 
ſhall hunger no more, neither thirſt any 
more, neither ſhall the Sun light on 
them, nor any heat. For the Lamb 
which i in the midſt of the Throne, 
ſhall feed them, and ſhall lead them un- 
to living Fount ains of Water : and God 
ſhall wipe away all Tears from their 
Eyes. So chap. 14. 13. Bleſſed are 
the Dead that die in the Lord, from 
henceforth : Tea, ſaith the Spirit, that 
they may reſt from their Labours. 
And again, chap. 21.4. God ſbal 
wipe away all Tears from their Eyes ;; 
and there ſhall be no more Death, 
neither Sorrow, nor crying, neither ſhall 
there be any more pain : for the forme? 
things are paſſed away. 

how ſweet is Health, after 2 
long pining Sickneſs / How ſweet is 
Eaſe, after racking Pains / How 
ſweet is Peace, after great Troubles / 
And how ſweet is Reft, after hard 
Labours! Why, in Heaven there 
will be perfe(t Health, and perfect 
Eaſe, and perfeCt Peace, and Keſt,and 
Happineſs, and that for n_ 
Chear 
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Chear up then, Believing Soul, why 
art here exerciſed with pining Sick- 
neſs, or with racking Pains ; whoſe 
Sufferings and Sorrows are many, and 
great: for yet a little while, aud 
all Tears ſhall be wipfd from thine 
Eyes; and thou ſhalt be ſick no 
more, nor in pain any more ; but 
ſhalt ſhortly take an eternal Fare 
of all thy Swfferings, Pains and Ser- 
rows, 

4. Believers ſhall be freed from 
Hell, and from all Fears of Dam- 
nation. Joh. 5. 24. Yerily, verily | 
ſay unto you, be that heareth my Words, 

John 2. «nd believerh on bim that ſent me, hath 
16,18. everlaſting Life, and ſhall not come in- 
to Condemnation, but 1s paſſed from 

Death unto Life, So Rom. 8. 1. There 

# no Condemnation to them which are 

in Obriſt Jeſus, who walk not after the 

Fleſh, but after the Spirit, O what 

would the Damned in Hell give, to 
purchaſe ſuch a Freedom ! Wha 

Mar. 8:36, oolt it profit a Man (ſaith Chriſt) 
31* if' be ſhall gain the whole World, and 

loſe bus own Soul? or what ſhall 4 

Man give in exchange for his Soul ? 

Why, nao doubt but the —_— - 

c 
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Hell would give ten thouſand 
Worlds (if they had them) to 
have their Souls freed from that 
State of Miſery. But alas, it muſt 
not be, if they had Millions of 
Worlds to give for it. O dread- 
ful will be the condition of thoſe 
that muſt be eternally ſeparated 
from God, and lie under his heavy 
Wrath for ever! Who knows the 
Power of thy Wrath? ( ſaith the 
Plalmiſt, P/al. 90. 11.') There is 
none can expreſs #t ; no, nor any 
concerve 4t, but the Damned in Hell 
that lic under it. Do thoſe then 
know what they do, who are run- 
ning headlong to that State of Mi- 
ſery ? And that cannot endure to be 
controul'd, or ſtop'd in their Courſe 
thither? O what Pains do many 
take to undo themſelves ! And what 
haſte do they make to their own 
Perdition ? As if they could not be 
ia Hell too ſoon: or elſe do ima- 
gine it to be but a Fancy, How 
many are there in theſe our Days, 
that can dare the Great God ro 
damn them? As if they would 
bave the World to know, that 
they 
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they have Courage enough to be 
Damned. O dreadful! what do 
theſe Perſons think ? Their Dam- 
nation ſure will come ſoon enough, 
without their ſo often calling for 
it. And O it will be very fad 
Rev. 21.8. indeed, to lic in a Lake of Fire and 
Mar.'9. 43» Brimſtone ! where the Worm dieth not, 
and the Fire ſhall never be quenched ! 
41,42 And where will be nothing but boul- 
ia. 55.14.97, and yelling, weeping, and wail- 
ing, and gnaſhing of Teeth! No 
Heart can conceive what Horrour 
and Anguiſh will ſeize the Souls of 
the Damned in Hell, and even fill 
them with Rage, and eyerlaſting 
Deſparation. Oh! how will they 
roar, and tear themſelves, both 
from the Senfe of their Loſs and 
Pain ? 

Surely, then to eſcape Hell de- 
ſerves our uttermoſt Care and Di- 
ligence, No Labours ſhould be 
thought too much, no Pains accoun- 
ted too great, for the obtaining 

—_— from ſuch _— | 
O happy Souls moſt ſure are they, 
, _ whom = Lord ſhall fave from the 
Chap. 5.9, Wrath to tome; Yea, theſe are the 
Perſons 
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Perſons that are - happy indeed. 
And who «rt they ? Why, all that 
truly believe in Chrift, and that 
dyercome in 'the Spiritual Warfare. 


Chear up then, Believing Soul, whom 
the Lord will free from Hell and 
Dannation, for thou art the Perſon 
= haſt tauſe to be chearful, Now it Heb. 2.14) 
ay be, thou art full of Fears, leſt rs 
ſhould be thine eternal Portion ; 1 54% 
but Death (within a while) will 
_ out of doubt, and free thee 
all thy Fears of Damnation. 
John 10. 27, =29. My Sheep bear 
of Face ( faith Chriſt ) and 7know 
them, and they follow me : And I give 
unto them —_ Life, and they ſhall 
never periſh; neither ſhall any Mart 
pluck them ous of hrs Ar My Fa- 
ther which gave theni me, © ; Awe 
than all ; a none can od 0 m our 
my Father's Hand. Well _ 
every believing Soul is ſafe, (rhougb 
new it may be they have many Deb) 1 Per. 1.5, 
for the Lord will make good his 
Promifes to them, and will ſet them 
far aboye the reach of Danger. 


D 5- At 
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. At the general Reſurrettion 
ab Chriſt cometh to Judgment, 
the Bodies of the Faithful ſhall be 
freed from Corruption, and be rai- 
ſed again moſt Glorious Bodies. For 


65996 he Carat oe Txt 


And Cbri 
Fink $90. IJ. - owe 1 ps aſpioncd big 
fem then 


will it be os wie y age or Yr 
hs with a pure, immortal, and 
glori orify'd Soul. And the Body and 
ul thus reunited, will be capable 
of Enjoying ing the higheſt Good. 
ich is the next thing in order 
to be enquired into, under this $e- 
cond General Head. 


Queſt. 2. What then © that Good, 
& that "Blelſedneſs, Thich Believer: 
ſhall enjoy in Heaven ? Why, 

he Gere tl Gn 
per » an © 
reſtored in them. They have bere 
but ſome ſmall Refemblences there- 
of; but in Heaven they'l be tho- 


rowly renewed to it. Their Holi- 


neſs, Knowledg, and Loye to o_ 
o 


Hs > TT 7 ©& Fa 
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will there be perfect and 4 
Their Graces (alas). tis 


Sighs 


g = . 13+ 
#pdce, when this ſbalt be Holy, « — 


God is Holy 5 and Know, a thos wt 1 Joh. 3. 
Knownz and Love, « they art Be 23+ 
loved of Him. 
O Bleſſed Condition indeed ! 
With what raifed AfeRions will 
the Faithfol ſerve God, when once 
D 2 they 
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they arrive to this State of Perfe(ti- 
on ? How will they contemplate his 
incomparable Excellencies ? - And 
how joyfully then will they ſing 
forth his Praiſes ? © They*l never 
* ceaſe to love, and admire, and 
* therefore never ceaſe to- praiſe 
* their God. Their Hearts will 
© be there eternally enflamed, and 
* their Mouths eternally opened 
* to glorify him. But with the 
* higheſt Veneration they'l adore 
© his Goodneſs, and ſing aloud of 
Plal. $946. * his Mercy. / will ſing of thy 
Power, O Lord, ( ſaith David ) yea, 

I will ſing aloud of thy Mercy. And 

again, ( ſaith he in another Place ) 

Plal. 89.1.4 will of the Mercies of the 
Lord for ever. "Tis certain that the 
lorify's Saints in Heaven, will 

ave ſuch a Senſe of God's Mercy 

and Love, as ſhall fill their Mouths 

Ezek, 16, With Eternal Praiſes. O how 
6/8. will they admire and adore that 
Joh. 3.16. Love, that pitied them in their loſt 
chap.5.44-Eſtate, when no Eye pitied them ! 
{*'-31-3-That Love that provided a Re- 
deemer for them, and in time 


brovght them to cloſe with him ! 
T has 
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That Love, that in ſuch an admi- 
rable manner conducted them 
through the World, and ordered 
all things here below to their Spiri- 
tual and Eternal Advantage! Yea, 
and they'l always be under the 
Beams of his Love, which will be 
vigoroully refleted in their joyful 
Praiſes. It will there be the higheſt 
Felicity, to contemplate his moſt 
excellent Perfeftions z their great- 
elt Pleaſure to love and pleaſe 
him; and their higheſt Honour to 
glorify him. © They'l there be 
” —_— in the nobleſt Work, 
* and excited by the higheſt Mq- 
* tives. 

I will ſpeak, of the gloriow Heo- 
noxr of thy Majeſty, and of thy won- 
drow Works , ( faith David, Pſal. 
145-5.) And again, They ſhall a- 

ly mtter the a Y £ 
great Goodneſs, and ing of t 
Righteouſneſs, Ver. 79. Now if the 
Saints while here on Earth, do thus 
love, and praiſe, and adore the 
Lord ; how much more when they 
come into Heaven ? © Their affeCti- 
* onate Praiſes will there be re- 
D 3 « newed, 
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Plal. 145- 
10, 11- 


Ver, 13- 


« newed, without any let of inter- 
& miflion, becauſe the Divine Fa- 
& yours are there renewed every 
« Moment. Q Bleſled and Glort 
ous Employment indeed ! Who 
would not ſtrive to be thus em- 
oo Works ſhell proeifſe ther 
thy Wor praiſe 1 
0 Lord; ang thy Saints ok bleſs 


bey ſhall ſpeak, of 

of thy Kingdom, and talk, of 1 
Power. Thy Kingdow 
ing Kingdom z and thy Danynion av 
dureth throughout all Generation, 
O help us to love and praiſe thee 
now, that we may be more fitted 
for Eternal Praiſes ! 


2- The glorify'd Saints and An- 
gels will be a Believer's everlaſti 
Companions. And what a þ 
Society will this be, and how much 
will it a&4 to our Happineſs? 'Tis 
comfortable to meet with the Saints 
of God new, though is be but in 8 
Mourning-Duty : but moſt ſure it is, 
their Communion there will be quitc 
poathor Wing: For thep they'1 be 
perfetly and eternally freed wy 
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- their Infirmities and Weak- 
y In- 
roars 


y are _—_ dull, and 
out of frame ; but in Heaven it will 
There we ſhall have 
molt raiſed Aﬀections, and 
always be in a ſerious Frame. 
And this will indear us to one ano- 
ther, and will _ our Commyu- 


the moſt excellent Perſons upon 
Eatth z aud declared, that in the 
Society of them, he took the great- 
et Delight. Aud this iadecd is the 
true Character of a Heaven-born 
Citizen- of Zjiww; He is one that 
greatly loves (and delights in) the 
Company and Socicty of the Saints. 
The Wicked defire not their Soct- 
ety, and ſball therefore be eternally 
ſeparated from is ; bur the Faithful 
do greatly love and value it, and 
therefore ſhall eternally epjoy it. 


D 4 3, The 


Heb.1 2.23 


nion moſt delightful. 
1d ney the rm. of God © Plal. 16+ 3. 


& 119. 63. 


Pl. 15.4+ 


1 Joh.3.14 
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3. The Faithful ſhall then ſee the 
Face, and enjoy the Preſence of 
their Glorious Redeemer. Joh. 17, 
24. Father, 1 will that they alſo whon 
thou haſt given me, be with me where 
I am, that they may behold my Glay 
which thon baſt given me : for thay 


lovedſt me before the Foundation of the 


Phil. 1.23- F/orld. The Souls of the Faithful 


ſhall be with Chriſt, immediately 
afrer Death; and both Body and 
Soul ſhall be with him, at the Gene- 
ral Reſurrection. 

Joh. 14. 2, 3. In my Father: 
Houſe are many Manſions ;, if it were 
not fo, I nt bave told you: I 5 
fo prepare a place for you. And if | 
£0 and prepare a place for you, I wil 
come again, and receive you unto ny 
ſelf, that where [ am, there ye may 
be alſo. 

* At Death, Chriſt ſends his 
« Angels to conduCt the Soul to 
* Heaven. But at: the general Re 
&« ſurreftion, he will-come himſelf 
* in Perſon, and will' ſetchrus thi- 
© ther in State; which will make 


* our Acceſs to Heaven the more 


DSi £3. ST 1 
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* glorious. He will then come to 
« lead his Flock to their everlaſt- 
* ing Fold; to preſent his Bride 
* unto God, decked and apparelled Eph. $-27 
* with Glory. And O what a 
* glorious Sight will it be, to ſee 
© Chriſt and his Followers with 
© Crowns on their Heads! To ſee 
* their triumphant Entrance into 
* thoſe everlaſting Manſions ; and 
«© the Angels welcoming them with 
«* Shouts of Joy ! And then to ſee 
* Chriſt oa his Throne of Glory, 
* and they themſclves placed round 
* about him; beholding him there 
* with open Face, in his greateſt 
* Splendour and Dignity! What 
© a Soul-enraviſhing Sight will this 
« be ? 

Hapfy are thy Men, and bappy are , cron 
Phy Fuca which ſtand conts- op 
weally before thee, and bear thy Wiſ- 
dom, ( (aid the Queen of Sheba to 
King Solomen.) But O how much 
more happy will they be, who 
ſhall Rand Bm Chriſt, and ſee 
his Glory! Why thus ſhall his 
Faithful Servants do. Joh. 12. 26. 

If any Man ſerve me, let him follow 


me 5 


5$ 
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Heb.1 1.26 


me; and _ I am, _ = alſe 

Servant be * erve me 
A will my Ab Ay a It will 
be an Honour, and Hs in- 
decd, to be ever in Preſence 
of their glorious Redeemer, and 
there to be glorified with him. 

What Comfort and Encourage- 
ment doth this afford to rhe Faith- 
fol Souldiers of Chriſt ? 

To bim that evercometh, will I grant 
ro fit with me in my Throne, oven « | 
alſo overcame, and am ſor down with 
my Father in his Throne. Rev. 3-21. 

O how ſhonld = _—_ A. 
encourage us againſt the Spiri 
Enemies of hh ? If we now 
fight couragiouſly under Chriſt's 
Banner, we ſhall one Day be crown- 
ed with Olory and Honour. And 
this afſbredly will make amends 
for all that we can do, or ſoffer 
for him. Moſes was well aſſured 
of it; and therefore effeemed Ks 
proaches for Chrift, abow all the 
Treaſures m Egypt: for be bad v+- 
ſpe ('tis ſaid ) anto the recompence 
of the Reward. He knew that to be 
or eyer with Chriſt, to behold his 

Glory, 


Gh 
hin 
to 
cor 
tha 
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himz to fit on his Throne, and 
to reign with him, would beyond fom.8.18, 
compariſon make amends, for af 
—_ could do, or ſuffer for his 


% Chriſt is now the Deſire of 
© the Saints, and in Heaven he 
will be their everlaſting Delight. 
* © how will the glorify'd Saints 
s then rejoyce, In the view of the 

ing Wonders of his Love | 
* From Everlaſting he loved them; 


F 
* vtmoſt Capacity. All thoſe AF- 
* fetions that were ſcattered here 
* below, will there be concentred 
* in him for ever. And moſt ſare, 
© he infinitely deſerves their Love ; 
® having ranſomed them from the 
* worſt of Miferies, and purcha- 
" ſd an everlaſting Inheritance 
* for them z and all this _ 
© the 
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© the deareſt Price of his own 
* moſt Precious Blood. 

O love the Lord, all ye thi 
Saints, who hath loved you at & 
dear a rate; and who will give you 
yet greater Diſcoveries of his Love, 
when he takes you into his glorious 
Preſence, 


4- The Faithful ſhall then enjoy 
the cleareſt Senſe of God's Love un- 
to them; and ſhall alſo have their 
Souls enflam'd with the moſt ardent 
Love to him. And O what Soul- 
raviſhing Comforts will this afford 
unto them ! 


There is nothing which doth now 
more trouble the Saints, than the 
great coldneſs of their Love to God, 
and the want of a Senſe of God's 
Love to them. 

Plal. 30. 5, 7. —In bis Favour « 
Life : weeping may endure far 4 
Night, but Joy cometh in the Mur- 
ning. Lord, 4 F avour thou baſt 
made my Mountain to ng 
but thou didit hide thy Face, / 
was troubled, 1f God bacon bs Face 

[ 
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but never ſo little, and with-holds 
but the Senſe of his Love from the 


Saints 3 how are their Souls over- C. 
m—_ with Trouble? But a EO! 
Senfe of his Favour, and the Light : 's* Ws 
of his Countenance, doth ſoon fill 467 t: % 
the Soul with enraviſhing Comforts; : | | 


and make all ,Froubles vaniſh, and 
quite diſappear. What unſpeakable 
Joys and Comforts then will the 
Souls of the Saints be filled with 
when they come to enjoy the moſt 
-- wy of God's deareſt Love 
unto ? 


F- They ſhall then enjoy God ful- 
ly, and ſhall ſee him Face to Face 
and che Beatifical Viſion will be unto 


, 


. Ae ang ins vigon, P[17.15, 


1, It wit be unto the Saints a 
Transforming Viſion. The ſight 
which we have of the Lord in the 
Goſpel, transformeth vs in ſome 
meaſure, 2 Cor. 3.18. For we all 
With open Face, behbalding = 4 

a 


62 The Faithful Seuldier't Renard 4 or, 


Glaſs the Glory of tho Lord, | are 
changed into the ſame Image, from 
Glory to Glory, even as by the Spi- 


HEE ES ERSS 


* } © ROS SDT = 


——_—__ —_—_ 


- le gives this as a Reaſon, 
why the Saints in Glory ſhall be 
like the Lord 5 becauſe apo no 
him a be #. To ſee = 
he is, will be a transf; Sight, 
* For look as in a Glaſs 
& againſt the .Sun, bath the Image 
« and Brightneſs of the Sun re 
&« flefted upon it: So the more 
& clearly we betwld the Lord of 
© Glory, the more of his Image 
* ſhall we bear upon us. And 0 


_ 


* what 4 bleſſed thing will it bs, BY * 
<« for us poor Creatures to be made | **%* 
* like onto the Lord ! 

* Now this Likeneſs and Con- 
* formity makes way for on 
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« and Love makes way for De- 
&« light z and Delight makes way 
u for Fruition: For the more we 
« love God, the more ſhall we 
« delight in himz and the more 
« we t in God, the n_ 
* Will God delight in us 3 
will give us el Foie 
« of Pre for our higheſt Feli- 
* city and Bleſledneſs. 


2- Therefore the Beatifical Vi- 

fon will =o ane Goo a #; 
nq=+nnyy O) A 1 

For herein the Soul 

oil fl _— God. And then 

be unto every Saint an 

+ oak Fountain of all Feli- 

city. © Here a Believer's Joy and 
* Comfort admits of increaſe, and 
«* decreaſe: but there the Soul 
«* will be fo filled with Joy, that it 
© can receive no more. 

Pſal, 16, 11, In thy Preſence is ful- 
neſs of Joy, and at thy right Hand 
there are Pleaſures for evermore. 

* The Fruition of God's imme» 
« diate Preſence is not like the 


* Joys of the World, which can 
* neither 
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& neither fill nor ſatisfy a Man: 
© But in our ſeeing and enjoying 
&« him, we ſhall have full content, 
© and compleat Felicity. The ful- 
neſs of Joy is ſuſpended till then, 
that we may deſire (and long for) 
that Day; and it will be a joyful 
Day indeed nnto every Believing 
Soul. 

Te now have Sorrow, (ſaith Chriſt) 
but your Heart ſhall rejoyce, and your 
Fo no Man taktth from you. John 
16.21. 

Believers ( while under deep 
"Troubles here ) do rejoyce in hopes 
of the Glory of God: Yea, theit 
Hearts are ſometimes ſo filled with 
Joy, as that they can ſcarcely con- 
tain themſelves. x Pet. 1. 8. Whom 
having not ſeen, ye love: in whom 
though now ye ſee him not, yet be- 
lieving, ye rejoice with Joy unſpeak; 
able, and full of Glory. Now it the 
hopes of this bleſſed and glorious 
Eſtate, breedeth fach Joy, what 
will Fruition do ? If a Glimpfe or 
Taſte be fo ſweet, what will che 
fall Enjoyment be ? 


Pfal. 
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Pſal. 17. 15. 1 ſhall be ſatified 
when 1 awake with thy Likeneſs, This 
is that which will yield the fulleſt 
Satisfation to the Soul; to ſe 
God, and to be like him, and to 
enjoy him to all Eternity- Oh the 
greatneſs, the exceeding greatneſs 
of the Saints Bleſſednels in Hea- 
yen! There is no Tongue cag ex- 
preſs it, no Heart can conceive 
it. And in this Bleſtedneſs they 
ſhall abide for ever. 

Mat. 25- 46. Theſe ſhall go away 
into everlaſting Puniſhment : but the 
Kighteows twnito Life Eternal. 

As the Puniſhment of the Wick- 
ed, ſo the Happineſs of the Saints, 
will endure for ever and ever. And 
the Thoughts of this, will greatly 
increaſe the Saints Joy, and the 
Damneds Miſery. 


Eternity ! Etermity - The Day 
Thou mat ſt bard Hearts to bleed ;,, of Doom, 

The Thought s of thee in Miſery, Pag. 75. 
Will make Men wail indeed ! 


For the Damned thus to think 
with themſelves, What, mult | re- 
E ver 
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ver have Eaſe again? Muſt I ne- 
ver obtain the lealt Freedom from 
theſe rackitig (Soul-tormenting ) 
Pains? No, never ! never ! O moſt 
grievous, and ipſupportable Miſe- 
rics! An Eternal T coth-ach, an 
Eternal Head-ach, an Eternal pain 
of the Stone or Gout, or an E- 
ternal Burning-Feaver, would be 
very Tad and grievous. But what 
(alas!) are all theſe to the Erernd 
Torments of Hell ? 

When any of us are under ſome 
racking Fains of Body, then the 
Hopes of a Freedom from ſuch 
Pains, gives ſome Eaſe and Refroſh- 
ment. 

But ſuppoſing a Perſon ſhould 
have ground to fear, that he mult 
endure ſome ſuch racking Pains 
( without the leaſt Eaſe or Inter- 
miſſion ) for an hundred Years to- 
pether, the Thoughts of this 
would even double his Miſery. 
How then will the Thoughts of a 
miſerable Eternity, torment and 
tear the Hearts of the Damned ? 
T his will make them roar out in 


the Bitterneſs of their Spirits, vo 
MTTESO 
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miſerable ! miſerable ! miſerable ! Yea, 
it will exceedingly heighten their 
Miſeries to think, that when thou- 
ſands, and ten thouſand times ten 
thouſands of Years are at an end, 
their Torments and Miſcries will 
not be ended. 


But now on the contrary : This 
is it, which will increaſe and com- 
pleat the Happineſs of the Saints 
in Heaven ; to be fully aſſured that 
it ſhall never have an end: and 
without this they could never be 
happy. 
As the fore-cited Poet has well ox- 


preſſed it. 


Eternity ! Eternity / 
Ob, were it not for thee, 

The Saims in Bliſs and Happine's 
Could never bappy be / 


If there were the l:alt ground 
to fear, that their Happinel(s would 
have an end; the Thoughts of 
this, would put a damp upon their 
Comforts, and make them even 
miſerable in the midſt of their 

E 2 Enjoy - 
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Enjoyments. But fo long as the 
Lord Jefus Chriſt lives, fo long 
ſhall rheir Happineſs laſt ; and that 
ſhall be for ever and ever. 

John 14- 19. Becauſe 1 live, ye 
ſball live alſo. * He raſted Death 
* for them, and ſwallowed it up 
* in Viftory : and thereby obtain- 
* ed Eternal Redemption for them, 
* Heb. 9.12. The Felicity above 
* 15 durable; itis an —— 
* pineſs. The Lord of Life will 


— qc OO, wt - . 


* uphold the Saints in that bleſſed 


{* State for ever. I am be that li 
veth, and was dead; and behold I 
am alive for evermore, Rev. 1. 18. 
Joh.14-I9 And becauſe I live, ye ſhall live 
alſo. Comfortable Words indeed ! 
* The Happineſs of the Saints 
«& would be incomplear, if it were 
« not everlaſting : Yea, the lealt 
* fear of loſing it, would diſturb 
* their peaceful Fruition. For as 
* hope in Miſery allays Sorrow, 
* ſo fear in Happineſs leſſens Joy. 
« The Apprehenſion of loſing 

* ſuch an Happineſs, would cauſe 
«© Torment : be the full aſſurance 


* of its Perpetuity, will fill them 
with 
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% with unexpreſſible Joy: That 
which will terrify the Damned in 
Hell, will afford Joy and Comfort 
to the Saints in Bliſs; and that is 
the Thoughts of Frernity. The 
Thoughts of this will tranſport the 
Saints, and will 'fill them with 
Songs of Joy and Triumph. O 
who would not ſtrive, and la- 
bour, and pray, for a bleſſed and 


" happy Erernicy ? 


And now-I come to the Third 
Particular z which is ro ſhew you up- 
on what account, this Happineſs « 
conferr'd on Believers. And 


1; Then, it is not conferred up- 
on -them) - on- the account of any 
Worthinefs of theirs ; nor do they 
merir, or 'deferve ſuch an Happi- 
neſs either in whole or in part. 
No, though we ſhould ſerve God 
a thouſand Years, we could not me- 
rit to be one Day in Heavep. 
The Happineſs is too great to be 
merited by Man, though the Works 
of the Saints were more perfect : 
For Finite Things carry no pt06- 

E 3 portion 
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propien to an Infinjte. and Eternal 
appineſs. And beſides, alas, the 
Works of the beſt are ſo mapy ways 
imperfect, that they may rather 
expect Puniſhment for them, then 
any (the leaſt) Rewary. Believers 
do fight the good Fight: of Faith, 
but they do not merit . Heaven 
thereby ; nor is an Immortal Crown 
of Glory conferred upon them on 
that account. Jt ® #rwe, God will 
reward their Faithfulneſs ; but their 
Faithfulneſs doth not deſcrve that 
Reward. The Heavenly Happinek 
moſt ſure is ſuch, as is not, nor can 
it be earned by the Saints, © But, 


2. It is partly the free Gift of 
God,. and partly the Purchaſe of 
Chriſt. As to any thing therefore that 
5 have done, 0r Can ds, it # altogether 

ee, 


1. It is freely given vs of God, 
and by him was prepared for vs. 
?Twas his own Love: and moſt Free 
Grace, that inwardly moyed him 
to do this for - us. Luke 12. 32. 


Fear nat, little Flock, 5 for tis your 
Ay Fa- 


a Glimpſe of the Saints Happineſs. 71 
Father's good Pleaſure to give you 
the Kingdom, Sq 1 Cor. 2.9. Eye 
heb nos ſeew, nor Ear beard, ngi- 
ther have entred imo the Heart of 
Mon, the Things which God bath Pre- guy. 
pared for them that love bim, And Mi _ 
again, Mat, 25- 34. Come, ye Bleſſed 
if my Father, inberit the Kingdow 
prepared for you from the Foundation 
of the World. This was the Prepg- 
rain of God's Decrce. He loved 
his People from the Foundation of 
the World, fo as that he decreed ,... 
to give bis only Son for them ;, that .*,, 
by bis preciops Blood, and merico- 1 ver. 1, 
rious Death, he might purchaſe tor 18, 15420, 
them an Everlaſting Inheritance, ®4-4- 4+ 7 
And in the Fulneſs of Time (x: be 
bad decreed) he ſent his Beloved Son Joh. , 15, 
iato the World; and mo!t freely 
bound himſelf by his Covenant 
and Promiſe, to confer this Inhe- 
ritance upon all true Bclieveis, 


I _, 
” % 


2. Chriſt by his precious Blood, 

hath purchaſed this Eternal Inhe- * F<*-t-19 
ritance for us. Heb.9. 12, 15. By 
bu own Blood, be entred once into the 
Holy Place, having obtained Eternal 
E 4 Re- 


2 
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— ww, And for thuca| 
be is the Mediator of the New Tefts 
ment, that by means of Death, for the 
Redemption of the Tranſgreſſions tha 
were under the Firſt Teſtament, they 
which are called, might receive the Pro- 
miſe of Eternal Inheritance, Chriſt 
having purchard it by his Death, 
and God the Father having graci- 
ouſly promis'd it 3 therefore all they 
that are cffeually called, ſhall have 


Heb. 5.20, 1t conferred upon them. For Chrilt 


Heb 10.145* 


is aſcended up into Heaven, to take 
Poſleſlion of it in our Name. [ 
(faith he) to prepare 4 Place for 


Chap. 9.24.Y*#%» John 14. 2. By his Death he 
* 5.25. purchaſed for us a Right and Title 


to Heaven; and by his Interceſlion 
he proſecuteth and applieth that 
Right. The merit of his Sacrifice 
pleads for Believers, that the Blel- 
fedneſs of Heaven may be conferred 
ppon them. 


Now as Chriſt has purchaſed 
Heaven for the Saints, and the Fa- 
ther will freely beſtow it upon 
them ; ſo he freely gives them his 
Holy Spirit, to fit and prepare on 

of 


MM ic Cs. ec ict 
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for the Enjoyment of Þ it. And 
without this all the reſt would be of 
none effeft. For certainly "trwould 
not avail us any thing, to have 
Heaven prepared for us, unleſs we 
be alſo prepared for Heaven. An 
unrenewed, unholy Soul, would find 
little ſatisfation in that Holy Place, 
ſuppoſing ſuch might be admitred 


into it : But there 1 no unclean Thing Rv. 21.29, 


ſhall enter there, 


* The Divine Life is no way 
* ſuitable to the Nature of an Un- 
* regenerate Perſon. Alas! ſuch 
# cannot love God here, nor do 
* him any acceptable Service ; bur 
« doloath that which he molt loves, 
® and love that which he abhor- 
* reth. They are altogether un- 
* capable of that imperfe&t Com- 
* munion with him, which Rege- 
« rate Perſons do here partake of. 
F How then can they live in that 
« perfe(t Love of him, Delight in 
& him, and Communion with him, 


« which is the Blelledneſs of Hea- * <+ $44 


« ven ? 


ic 
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It js the Holy Spirit muſt make 

Col. 1. 12, 05 -weet to be Partakers of the Hea- 
venly Inheritance. Except a Man be 

born from above, he cannot exter into 

the Kingdom of Heaven, Joh. 3. 3, 5. 


oh. 5.44, , It is God (by his Spirit) that 
draws Sinners unto Chriſt, and 
powerfully worketh true Faith in 

their Souks ; giving them thereby a 

Joh. 1-12, Title to Heaven : and then by re 
'5- newing and ſanCtifying their Na- 
tures, doth fit and prepare them for 

the enjoyment of ir. It is certain- 

ly therefore of Gods Free Grace, 

that any of us are red for 
Heaven ; as well as that Heaven 1s 
prepared for us. Epheſ. 2. 8. By 

Grace ye are ſaved, through Faith, 

and that not of your ſelves , it is the 

Gift of God. Faith (« well « Sal- 

vation) is God's Free Gift. Belic- 

vers are ſaid to-be Vefſels of Mercy, 

which God hath aforcband prepared 

wwto Glory, And again, He that 

bath wrong ht ws for the ſelf-ſame T bing 

#u Ged;, who alſo bath given to 

the earneſt of the Spirit, 2 Cor. 5. 5+ 

It 1s not therefore on the cont 

0 
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of, any thing that the Saints have 
dane, or can do, that Heaven is 

for them, or- that they 
are prepared for Heaven ; but all is 
of Free Grace. Tit. 3. 5, 6, 7. Not 
by Works of Righteouſneſs which we 
heve done, but according to bis Mercy 
be ſeved ws, by the waſhing of Rege- 
wrarien, and renewin the Holy 
Gboft, which be ſhed on # abwndantly, 
through Teſw 'C our Saviow. 
That bring juſtified by bis Grace, we 
ſronld be made Heirs, according t0 
the bope of Erornal Life. 


Objeflion, 


But doth not God command os 
t0 work our carr. 0t01t Salvation; and 
miſe ro reward 1s arcordiny too 
aks? Phil. 2. 12. Mat. 16. 27- 
Rev. 22. 12, Chap. 20, 12. 


Anſwer, 
Yes, he doth ſo : But yet theſe 
Scriptures do no ways imply, that 
the-beft of our Works are merito- 


nous. 
And 
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And as to the Firſt, where we 
are commanded to work out our 
own Salvation; it preſently fol- 
lows, that is God which works inw, 
both to will and to do of bu good 
Pleaſure, Phil. 2.13. * 

We muſt indeed be diligent, and 
ſerious in the Work and Service 
of the Lord; and muſt yield fin- 
cere and conſtant Qbedience to all 
his Holy Commands; ſtriving to 
put forth that Power to the ut- 
moſt, that he bath already given 
us; and muſt wait upon him in 
the uſe of means, that we may 
obtain more. 

And without thus doing, we can- 


' not be ſaved; neither for thus do- 


Joh. 3. 3- 
Heb.12.14- 


ing ſhall any. be ſaved. There 1 
a great difference, between our be- 
ing rewarded [ according] to our 
Works, and our being rewarded 
[for] our good Works. "Tis true, 
there are none can obtain Heaven 
withour Regeneration and Holi- 
neſs: And 'tis alſo as true, that 
none ſhall obtain it #pow the account 
of their Holineſs. Good Worksare 
therefore neceſſary to Salvation, 
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but they are not meritorious. No, ; 
if we could do all thoſe Things which Luk.17.10, 
ae commanded ws, we muſt ſay, we 

oe unprofitable Servants. 


1, Becauſe we ſhall have done 
no more, than what was owr Duty 
todo, Luke 17. 10, We are many 
ways bound to obey God's Com- 
mands, though the Heavenly Hap- 
pineſs had never been promiſed. 
God has an abſolute Right to all 
that we are, or have, or can do. 


Fiſt, By Creation, and as he proy.,s.,. 
is the Snpream Soveraign of the 
World. 


Secondly, By Preſervation, or As Lev,22,31 
he is our Maintainer, and Uiphol- a&.:7.24, 
der ; on whoſe Goodneſs and Boun- 28. 
ty we daily live. 


Thirdly, By Redemption, he ha- , co. 5. 
mng laid down a Price of incfti- 19, 20. 
mable value for us. 2Cor. $15, 


Now on all theſe accounts, the 
beſt that we can do is —— 
ue 
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due unto God. And a Servant that 
bath done no more than his Duty, 
yea, that cometh very far ſhort 
of his Duty, can plead nothing of 


Merit. 


2. Becauſe the beſt of our Work 
can add nothing at all unto God, 
Pfal. 16. 2. Thos art my Lord (faith 
David) my Goodneſs extendeth net 
to thee, So Job 22. 2. Cara Ma 
be able wite God, as he the © 
wiſe may be profitable wnmo bumſeif! 
If thou be Righteous, what giveſt thou 
him? or what receeveth he of ahine 
Hands? Chap. 35- 7,. The more 
we abound in Works of Riglneoul- 
neſs, the better it will be for our 
leives: But no Profit or Advan- 
tage will accrue unto God, by any 
thing that we can do. And there- 
fore we can merit nothing at his 
Hands. 


3. Becauſe It & God that work 

Epli. 2.10. jy ww, both to will and to do of bi 
— good Pleaſure, Phil. 2. 13. By the 
'"" Grace of God we are what we are, 1s 


to any Good chat is ia us : oy 


— 
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his Grace it is that we do what we 2 Cor.3.5: 
dv, 8s to any Good that is done by 

v*s., 1 Cor. 15. io. I can de all Heb. 13. 
Things (faith the Apoſtle) but how ? ** 21 
why, through Chriſt which ſtrengthueth 

me, Phul. 13. Yea, and without 

me (ſaith Chriſt) ye can do wothing, 

John 55 i, e. Nothing in a way 

of Fruitfulneſs : Yea, further, no- 

thing that is truly good and accep- 

table in the Sight of God. 


Now can we do nothing that is 
truly Good, but what would have 
been our Duty to do, tho no 
Reward had been promiſed ? Can 
we do nothing that is any ways 

rofitable or advantageous to God ? 

Yea Can we do nothing that he 
will accept of, but what we do by 
the help of his Grace ? Then ſurc- 
ly when we ſhall have done our beſt, 
we may fay, we are unprofitable 
Servants. Nay, [ may further add, 
that the beſt Works of the Saints 
are ſo full of Imperfections, that 
they rather. need a Pardon, than 
deſerve the leaſt Reward. 


It 


I 
— — 
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[t is not therefore upon the ac- 
count of any good Works which 
the Saints have done, that the Hea- 
venly Glory is conferred upon 

— 6.23, "hem ; but it is freely given unto 
Heb. 9.12, them of God, Chriſt having by his 
15, Death obtained it for them. 


We muſt therefore take heed 
(as we love our own Souls) of 
thinking to merit Heaven by our 
Rom.g.30, Works. It's a Popiſh Principle 
—33 Yea, and that indeed. which all 
Chap. ro. Men naturally are inclined to. And 
1»2»3- for certain it is a moſt dangerous 
Principle, and has been the undoing 

of many. 


Jam. 2.26. A Saving Faith will produce good 
Works, as the genuine Effets and 

Fruits of it. Such Perſons therefore 

x Joh.3.3.4$ are deſtitute thereof, can have no 
ground to hope for Salvation. We 

2 Cor.7.1.muſt preſs after Holineſs with all 
our Might, and endeavour to be 
Fruitfol in every good Work : but 

yet we muſt beware, that we do 

= think of meriting Heaven rhere- 

y. 
We 
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We may indeed affure our ſelves, Rev. 22.12 
and that upon good Grounds 3 thax * 7+ 15. 


in doing well, we ſhall fare well : 
for ſo hath God promiſed for our 
Encouragement. Iſa. 3. 10, 11. Say 
ye to the Righteow, that it ſhall be 
vell with bim : for thry ſhall eat the 
Frait of their doing. But wo unto the 
Wicked, it (ball be it with him : for 
the Reward of bis Hands ſhall be given 
bim, *Tis not ſaid of the Righre- 
ous, that they ſhall have what they 
have earned ; but they ſhall eat the 
Fruit of their doings; #. e. They 
have done well, and they ſhall fare 
well. - But now as to the Wicked, 
they ſhall have their due deſert ; the 
Reward of his Hands ſhall be given 


$8. 


him. Death « the juſt Wages of Sin: Rom 6.22. 


but Eternal Life #s God's Free Gift, 
through Jeſus Chriſt our Lord. 


And now I come to apply the 
Doftrine, and what hath been ſpo- 
ken from it. 


F Of. 
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Uſe 1. 


Aud the Firſt Uſe may be for ow 
Infarmation, in theſe to or threes Pa- 
ticulars. 


As, 1. We may ſee how vailly 
difereat the State of Believers and 
Unbelievers will be, when they 
come 10 die. God deals wath them 
now in a diflerent ganner, but 
then the Dificrence will -be malt 
apparent. See Ma, 65. 13, 14. Bt. 
bold, (ſaith the Lord) my Serum 
ſhall eat, but ye ſhall be bungry © bs- 
bold, my Servants ſhall drink, bue ye 
je be tha ſt : _— ”y Se vami 

all rejaxce, out all be aſhamed: 
Bebold, —— ſhall fag for jy 
of Heart, but ye ſball cry for Serron 
of Heart, and ſhall bowl for Vaxation 
of Spirit, Now It God deals thus 
differently with the Righteous and 
the Wicked, even here in &his 
Warld, { as he oftentimes doth ) 
how much more in the Wogld to 
come ? *Tis true, the Wicked are 
often exempted from thoſe Suffer- 

10g 
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ings whach the Righteons do met 
with in the Warkd ; and 

(for want of a tight Senſe of Things) 
do conclude, thar themleires are rhe 
happier Perſpas..; Rat Death will 
make them of anorher Mind ; and 
ſhew them the Folly of their Sclt- 
flattering Conceits : For then ſhall 
Believers immcdiately go to God, 
and Unbelievers ſhall go ro the De- 
vil; the one paſs into Eternal Glory, 
and the other into Miſery and cver- 
laſting Puniſhmeac. 


They have now (while they are 
here) very different Natures, and 
heresfrer they ſhall have as diftercnrt 
Rewards. The Righteous Man hath 


bis worſt things bere, and his beſt he Lakas.25- 


ſhall have bercafrer. And the Wick- 
ed (an the contrary) beth by beſt 
Things bere, and his worſt he fhall 
hare dereafrer. The Conclahon will 
aluredly be dreadful to theſe, bu. 
exceeding comfortable vo- the &:gh- 
teow 3 for cyerlaſting Miſery will b- 
the Portion I — 
lfting Happivets the Portion 2 
her, "ſincrmity a x0 qo 
C2 2 at. 


Ia.3.10.'!. 
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Mat. 25. 46. Theſe ſball go away into 
everlaſling Puniſhment : but the Righ- 
trows into Life Eternal. The Happineſs 
of the Saints will endure for ever,and 
ſo will the Miſcries of the Damned ; 
yea, when thouſands and thouſands 
of Years are at an end, they will 
both be as freſh as at the very firlt 
Moment. 


O how great is that Happineſs 
which the Damned will loſe ? and 
how great are thoſe Miſeries which 
the Saints will eſcape ? How great 
are the Torments which the 
ned ſhall endure? and how great 
are the Joys of which the Saiats 
ſhall partake ? 


Perhaps now, Sirs, you ce little 
difſerence between the State of Be- 
lievers and of Unbelievers, but the 
Timewill — and ſhortly) 
come, when you ſhall ſee Things in 
another manner. 


Now it may be, ye acconnt the proud 
bappy, and think there's little profit is 
ſerving the Lord: but then ſhall ye 

Gſcern 
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diſcern between the Righteous and the 
Wicked, berween him that ſerveth God, 

ard bim that ſerveth him not. Mal. 3- 

4 —18, 


2. From what hath been ſaid, 
we may ſce God's wonderful Love 
to Believers, in preparing for them 
ſuch a glorious Inheritance, and ſo 
freely conferring it on them. 


What a Miracle of Mercy and 
Loving-Kindneſs is this, (and even . 
that which might fill us with Ad- * 3+ 3- 


miration) that the infinitely Bleſſed *' © 
and Glorious God ſhould take no- 
tice of ſach Wretches as we? O 
wonderful Love indeed ! that ſuch 
Rebels and Traitors (as we haie 
been) ſhould have admittance into 

his glorious Preſence, and be made 
Companions of the Holy Angcls ! 
That fach Clods of Earth, ſech d-- 
ſpicable Worms, ſhou'd be lifted up 

to the higheſt Heaven; that we Mar-13-43 
might ſhine as Stars there, yea, as 
the Sun in the Kingdom of our Fa- 
ther ! And that this bleſſed Srate 
ſhould be fo freely provided, and 


F 3 we 


———_— 


16 The FaibfulSouldier's Reward ; or, 


—_ 


FU 


OC re EI _ - — - ———_— OO — 


"4 


we taken into it on ſuck gracious 
Terms. Admirable Love indeed ! 
The Terms are Faith, and not Me- 
rit, which the Gracious God dath 
ſtand upon. That's the Tenor of 
the New Covenant, Believe, and bve, 
not do, and ve. Good Works are 
an Evidence of the Truth of our 
Faich, and of our latereſt in that 
Bleſledneſs; but they do not any way 
merit or deſerve it, either in whole 
or in part, No, but it's freely gives 
to thole that beljeve. John 3. 36. 
He that"believeth on the Sow of God, 
bath everlaſting Life. He hath it 
{ure as if he way in atual Pefſeſion 
of it. The Gracious God will ex- 
clude none but, Tach as | exclude 
themſelves by thar Unbelief. Yea 
ſo merciful. is he vnto poor loſt Sin- 
ners, that he ſends his Ambaſſadors 
up and down the World, 9. offfr 
-,. . .. Salvation uatothem, and to pray 
2*15-" and beſcech them in the Name of 
Chrilt to . accept thereol, an the 
moſt equitable Terms,-i-Nething 
doth the Lord. require but, this,- that 
Sinners lay down their Rebellious 
Arms, and be. reconciled yata _ 


>RPESESPCEERSSFESOECT 


'D 


 aGlimpſe of the Sams Happine(s. 37 


—— 


Bo — 


that they accept of Chriſt for their 

Lord and Soveraign, and be true to 
his Cauſe and lntereſt for the future. 
0 wonderfal condeſcending Love! 
Haw ſhould we admire it! That 
the infigitg Majeſty of Heaven and 
karth,, ſhould beleech vile Rebe!s joy ;. ;, 
tobe reconciled to-him ! when as be br 18. 12, 
isable to daſhthem in pieces, and --15- 
en throw them into Hell with one 410-23 
Blaſk of bis Mouth ! Should we cry 
Day and Night unto God to be re- 
concil'd unto us, there would be no- 
thiag of wonder in it 3 but that the 
offended God ſhould beſeech Offen- 
ders.to lay by their Enmity, and be 
at Peace with bim ;, ſure this is mat- 
ter of Wonder and Aſtoniſhmenr ! 
And yet how (alas) is his great 
Love abuſed, and his rich Offers 

ighted and diſregarded by the 
moſt ? As if the offered Salvation 
was meerly fictitious, or the Hea- 
vrenly Happineſs were not worth the 

ing ?  O baſe logratitude and 

aſtoniſhing Madneſs, co-ſlight and 

negle& fo great Salvation | 


F 4 3. From 


—_ 
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3. From what hath been faid, 
Prov-1-22, we may fee the great Folly of Men 
"35 in refuſing ſoch an Happineſs. What 
is it but Happineſs that all Men ſeek 
afrer? And for this they run, t 
labour and toil; and yet the 
( alas, like rhe Dog in the Fable) 
while they catch at the Shadow, do 
loſe the Subſtance. How eager are 
Men in purſuit of that which they 
imagine will make them happy ? And 
what Coſt and Pains will the moſt be 
at, for the obtaining a little of the 
World's Felicity? Whenas all world- 
ly Pleaſures, Riches and Honours, 
cannot poſſibly ſatisfy the Mind of 
Man : As one has in Metre well ex- 
preſſed ir. 


All Earthly Things Man's craving! 
anſwer not, 

Whoſe little Heart would all the World 
contain, . 

CIf all the World ſhould fall to nt 
Man's Lot ) 


And nurithft ending empty ftsll remas. 
Ard 
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And foppoſing theſe Things could Job 14.142 
yield fore 1 Sathfattion, —_ how Plal. 4s. 
ſoon muſt we take our eternal leave wh 
of them ? Yet a little while, and 1, .* 
all theſe Things will be unto us as Prov. 8. * 
if they had never been. But the 18,—21. 
Happineſs above is ſubſtantial, and 
*is an abiding Happineſs. What 
Folly and Madneſs is it then to pre- 
fer Toys and Trifles before ſach an 
Happineſs ? ©* What powerful 
®* Charm is it that obſtrudts our 
* true judging of Things? What 
* Spirit of Errour hath poſſeſſed 
* us ? Can there poſlibly be a deſire 
* in Man of enjoying an Happinel- 
© beyond what is Eternal, yea, and 
* Soul-ſatisfying and Infinite? O 
* the wonderful Stupidity and Sot- 
* tiſhneſs of Men, fo carcleſs of 
© Everlaſting Felicity ! Et-rnal 
Things (alas) are quite out of, cor. >. 
ſight, and therefore are they ſlight- 12, 14. 
by the unbelieving World. And 
they look upon thoſe who live by 
= 51k nb way emma 
z when 
ee le HE thi. 314 
that i ſet before them, and expoſing 


them- 
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eb. 10. themfelvesuntaSufferings for Chriſt, 
= +4 and in hopes. of the promiſed Glory. 


——_ But we muſt baron Fools an the 
(GapaliFordd's efteem, if we wall core wiſe 
i Selwation And within T while: 
ſhall the Wicked perecive whether 
Believers or theraſcires were the 

greater Fools. | 


wiſd.ch.s Ar the: Author of that: Apaeryphat 
* Bock, which! ic called the Wiidom of 
Solomon, hah mil caxprſſed it, 
faying, 
** Then ſhall the Riglneans Man 
* ſtand in great boldneſs. before 
© the Face of fach as haveafflicted 
& him, and made 00 account of his 
© Labours. When they ſec ir, they 
4 ſhall be troubled wth: terrible 
© Fear, and ſhall be amatzed at the 
« ſtrangeneſs of his Sakration, ſo 
* far beyond all that they laoked 
* for. And they repeating -and 
*. groaning fir anguidly of Spirit, 
&* ſhall fopwickin themdelves, , This 
+ was he: win we had ſometimes 
« in Derifion, . and 2 Pramerh- of 
a * Reproack. WE 7" 
& q 
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* ted his Life Madneſs, and his 
« End to be without Honour. Burt 
* how is he numbred among the 
* Children of God, and his Lot is 
®* among the Samts ? Therefore 
© have we erred from the way of 
* Truth ; and the Light of Righre- 
* opſneſs hath not ſhined nnto ns, 
« and the Sun of Righteouſneſs 
* roſe not upon us. We wearied J- 5: 5. 
* our ſelves in the way of Wicked- 
* neſs and Deſtrution ; bur ay for 
* the way of the Lord, we have 
&* not known ir. What hath 


* Pride profited us? Or what 1 Joh.2.19 
4 4 Riches with w vaont- 
ing ht us? All thoſe Things 
* are paſſe away like a Shadow, 
* and as a Poſt that haſted by. 


6 -— Bat the Righreons live for 
* evermore, their Reward alo is 
6 with whe Lord : Therefore 5m. 1. 12. 
* ſhall chey receive a Glorious King- 
* dom, and -2 beaurifal Crown 
* from the Lord's Hand. 
f 


Uſe. 


OO — 
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Uſe II. For Excitation. 


A Second Uſe may be for the ſtir. 
ring ws wp to uſe our utmeſt Care and 
Duligence, for the getting and ex- 
erciſing a lyoely Faith, m order to 
ony obtaining the Heavenly Bleſſed- 
neſs. And, 


1, Let me turn my Diſcourſe un- 
tothoſe that are yet in a State of 
Impenitency. Sure what hath been 
ſpoken, ſhould-excire all ſuch to lay 
hold on the Hope that is ſet before 
them; and to ſtrive and labovr 
with all their Might, to make ſore 
of an Intereſt 4n Jeſus Chriſt : for 
without this we mult never hope 
to partake of Eternal Bleſledneſs, 
He that believeth not, ſhall not ſee 
Life ;, but the Wrath of God abideth 
en him, Joh. 3. 36. O what ſhould 
we ſtrive and labour for, if not for 
Eternal Happineſs? And what 
ſhould we ſtrive to eſtape, and flee 
from, if not from the Wrath to 
come ? Why, Faith and Repentance 
are ebſolurtely neceſſary, both for 

obtain- 
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obtaining the one and eſcaping the 
other. He that believeth not, be Mar.16.16 


donned (faith Chriſt.) And excepe Tak. 


ye repent, ye ſhall all periſk, Well, 
what is it then that you are now 
reſolved for? And what are the 
chief Deſires of your Souls ? Are you 
for Everlaſting Glory, or for the 
Pleaſures of Sin for a Scaſon ? 

Are you for accepting of Chriſt 
for your Soveraign ; or for conti- 
nuing ſtill to be the Servants of 
Sin? Are you for fighting the good 
Fight of Faith; or for being the 
captivated Slaves of the Devil?W hat 
is it you reſolve upon ? for one of 
theſe muſt be your Choice. Are 
your Deſires after God and Heaven ? 
Or can\,that be your Bleſſednefs 
which you do not dcefire? De- 
ceive not your ſclves (I beſeech you) 
with vain Conceits, but conlider 
theſe Things, and ſhew your ſelves 
Men, Do you think that God will 
ever receive any ſuch into his blelicd 
and glorious Preſence as are not at 
all deſirous of it, or unto whom is 
ſhall be a Burden? No, no, God 


ſets not ſo ſmall a value vwpon it, 
as 


13. 
3 


an 


Joh. 8. 34. 
2 Tum. 2, 

26. 
2 Per. 2.19 
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ll 


as to force it upon thoſe that deſire 
it not. 


Pla.17. 15. © Miſtake not then the Notion of 
Sce —- 5+ Heaven, or the Nature of a Soul. 
ow the ſatisfying Bleſſedneſs. not 
the Righ- © you Tender it unto your Telves 2 
reous, © Compotition of Senſual Enjoy- 
Pla: 63. * ments z but look upon it, a 
”p « chiefly conſiſting in perfect Holi- 
| 1” © neſs and Communion with God. 
o * And then yon cannot judge of 
* your own Right to it, by a furer 
&« Rule than this, that the Bleſled- 
« neſs of Heaven ſhall be certainly 
* theirs, whoſe ' Hearts are bent 
< and direted towards it. at. 4 
* 6, 8. Heb. 12. 14. Phil.3.8,—14. 


L IS LL 

la.s$.1,2, not int 

ji: <7 of Iniquity. You *re earneſtly 

Z. 33-11.call'd and invitedto come and ac- 
cept of Eternal Happineſs ; and the 
Lord is pleas'd to expoſtulate with 
= ſaying, Sinners, Why wil x 

ie 


Cor 
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Canſider how dreadful pour Con- 
dition will be, if Death ſhould find 

v is your Unbelief. Ithad been Joh. 3-19. 
Cr tor you never to have heard 
of a Saviour, than to live and die 
without an Jntereſt 1v him. O! 
what will you have to ſay for 
your ſelves, when Chrift as your 
Judge ſhall plead the Caſe with 
yau? And fay, Sinners, 1 ſentence Prov. 1. 
you 8@ Hell and Damantion ; for 24-3" 
this is the fruix of your own fool- 
ih Choice : No lavitations, Per- 
fwaſpes ar Wargings conld keep 
you from raunniog into it. | offer- 
ed voto you Eterndd Happine, 
but you did abt regard cither Me, 
or mp Offers. * You could love Job21.1 
* the maſt vein 2nd foolifh Tr-* © 7H 
* fies, but you loved not Me, nor 
"* cared , for wy Preſence. You,., _ 
« had Thoughts enough and two © 
« ſpape [for vain Things, but how 
* fidom did you think of Me, be- 
* caule your -Heerts were not with 
* Me, I baniſh you therefore that 
* Preſence which you never loved ; 
* I deny you that Viſion which 
KH 6% you 


96 
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Joh. 3. 
19, 20. 


luk. 13- 
7, 28. 


Heb. 3.15, 
18, 


zCor. $.11, 


Pr 


« you did always ſhun, and the 
* Impreſſions of my Likeneſs which 
&% you did ever hate. | eternally 
* abandon you to the groſleſt 
* Darkneſs, ſeeing Darkneſs was 
'* ſo grateful to you. Depart from 
Me, and from the Happineſs you 
lighted, into endleſs and eaſcleſ 
Miſerics and Torments. 


O ! what will impenitent Sinners 
have to ſay when the Righteous 
Judge ſhall plead the Caſe with 
them, and ſhall paſs the irrevo- 
cable Sentence upon them ? All 
Mouths ( aſſuredly ) will then be 
ſtopped, and their Conſcience will 
tell them that the Sentence is jult. 
Think of this therefore, and con- 
ſider it ſeriouſly, while a Door of 
Hope is yet open unto you. And 
if the Heavenly Happineſs will not 
invite you, let the Terrours of Hell 
affright you from your Sins. For 
it's certain, if you flight the Glory 
that's offered, you will bring v 
on your ſelyes Eyerlaſting Conf 
Lon, 


Flee 
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Flee therefore ay Chriſt as your Joſh. 29. 
oy Refuge, that be may deliver you with Heb, 
Juſtice, and from the 5 1*+ 
Penb/e D; ol Deeaſore of a provoked God. 
Plal. 2.. 12, 


And O! let him not till have 
freſh cauſe to complain, Te will noe Joh. 5. 45. 
come to me, that ye might have Life. 


2. It ſhould alſo excite Believers 
i greater Diligence in the Service 
of God. . For ſo an entrance ſhall be » pet. ;. 
muniſtred unto 1, into the ever gy-— 19, 
Kingdom of our "Lord Feſws C if 
If the Hopes and Fore-thoughts of 
the Happineſs above, will not ex- 
cite and quicken us to our Duty, 
what will 


Let us then be convinced that 
there is ſach an Happineſs; and 
when we believe, let us look for it, 
and long for it, and live in the 


hopeful expeCtation of it. 


Looking for that Bleſſed Hope, and 
the Glorious Appe ring of the Great 
(3 God, 


v8 
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x Perit;ng 


Phil. 3.20, 


t Joh. 3 2. 


Ver. 3. 


_ — — _O— 


God, Tit. 2- 13, 14. Now this 
Hofe Thonld pit us upoh Rtibus 
DIRERE, your Parfilt after 
Toch a Bleſſedneſs. Let W ttreftri 
ctite4Votir to live Heaverly Lirs; 
as we hope to partake of the Hts: 
venly Bleſſedneſs., © There is no- 
«@ ffligp hoo Influcnte out 
« belBw, bet that whith dbth (alt 
*& Chrilt% Heirt abbue. Aflniſt be 
© like the Lord, that are to live 
N with hits. And if We d6 Hope to 
Be Iike Him hertafter, we ute 
We Mood five © refem iff 
ere. Yea, And! eviry Mart (ith 
the ApdfitIe ) thar bath by m 
hin, fo Linifelf, &vth '& the % 
pit, 4.6. & Chriſt is plte. Ye, 
certain It is, if we do fot defire 
further degrees of Holineſs, We 
cannot be. ſaid to deſire Heaven 
for Heaven is the perfettion of Ho- 
lines, A lively Hope therefore of 
our Conformity to Chriſt; in Glory 
and Bleſſedhefs hereafrtr, will afſu- 
redly put us upon a 
of Conformity to him jn Holineſs 
here. O! trerebut obr Hops thre 
ſtrorg #tid lively, thicy gift 
us 


6-2 6-7 
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8 a Taſte of the Bleſſedneſs a- 
bove 4 and this Taſte would ſet ww _ 


updn eatneſt longing afrer the En- 
jyment of it. 


2 Cor, $, FR For i this we groan 


L hy ro bt clatbed » 
ma ied is fem Bioavnk,. 


So wy od w are willing rather to 
br abſent tht Body, anal to be pre 
feve with the Lord, © s 

+ we labour, that whether 


Wherefvr 
preſtne or ubſert,, the may be acceyted of 
hn, ver. 9. 


Let vs I8bove then, by a lively Heb, 11.1, 


Faith, & fealize the Happineſs of 
Heaven t6 var Souls; ns allo to 
et a well-grounded Hope of 'our 

it this Happineſs: Thas 

Hd our moſt nt and ferious 
Thoughts, and delightful Medica» 
tivns may be of it. For 'tis im- 
| * Man can hope for any 

. , bit te will be thinking of 
it. And the tnore we think of the 


Happineſs Above, the more we 
G 2 ſhall 
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ſhall long for it. And where there 
are longing Deſires and Breathings 
after the Enjoyment of ſuch an 

Heb. 4. r. Happineſs, there will alſo be a heed- 
ful and cautelous Fear, leſt we 
ſhould miſcarry, or fall ſhort of it; 

1 Cor. 9. and this accompanied. with a dili- 

24----27- gent Care and molt earneſt Endea- 
vour to make ſure. 


Phil. 3. Well then, Let us wake it ap- 
10,---14. Pear, that our Faith is true, and 


Ver. 17,20 our Hopes lively, by a more Holy 
Mat.11.12 Aftivitys Vigour, and Diligence in 
Non#'25- the Ways and Service of God, 
22, --35, 1 T*m.6, 12, And let vs wait with 
Patience for the expected Happi- 
neſs, againſt all Oppoſitions and 
Diſcouragements 3 For in due ſeaſon 
we ſhall reap, if we faint not. Gal.6.9, 


I ſhall conclude this Uſe, with the 
Apoſtle's Exhortation, 1 Cor. 15.58, 
Therefore, my Beloved Brethren, be ye 
fted{aſt, nnmoveable, always aboundivy 
in the Work of the Lord, -foraſmuch « 
you know that your Labour 'u not ® 
vain m the Lord, Now, 


I 


u 
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Uſe III, For Conſolation. 


The Laſt Uſe may be for Conſolation 
to Believers, againſt Wants, Troubles, 


and Death it ſelf. And, 


1, It adminiſters Comfort to Be- 
lievers againſt all their Wants and 
Neceſlities. It may be now you are 
very poor, but there's durahlc 
Riches provided for you ; even a 7" © 


full, incorruptible and glorious 1n- ; per, 1.4, 


heritance. Let the Fore-Thoughts 

of this ſupport and comfort you 

under all your Straits and Necclli- 

ties, for your beſt Days are yet L4*14-25- 
to come. Conſider, It is but a 

very little while that we ſhall have 

need of theſe outward Enjoyments : 

And while we do need them, we pal. 34. 
have good ground to hope for ſuch 5, 10. 

' meaſure thereof as is convenient Fl. 8.11. 
or us, 


Whaſoever he be that doth ſeck war. s. 
God's Kingdom and Righteouſacſs 31, - 32. 
above all other Things, and that 
WaUts upon God in a diligent uſe 

G 3 of 


— 
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of thoſe Means that he hath appoin- 

Rom-8.32, [<9 ſhall certainly enjoy ſe much of 
theſe Things as the All-wiſe God 
ſees requiſite for him. And what 
can we delire more ? 


How ſoon (alas !) ſhould we ruine 
peut. 32* our ſelyes, if God ſhould leave ws 
* to be our own Caryersz or ſhould 
give us whatſaeyer we delfire in the 
Pal. 37.3, World ? Bur it's well for us that we 
md are under the care of fo Wiſe and 
ver. 16. Gracious a Father, who will give 
Rom8.28- ys nothing but what's really 
for us ; nor deny us any thing 
in the World, but that which he ſees 
would be hurtful to us. 


We 3re often deſirous of ſeveral 

Things which are good in thems 

ſelves, and good for ſomg Perſons 

and which we apprehend may be 

oad for us alſo; and yet Gad doth 

Gin Mercy) deny us ſuch Things & 
knowing them not for our good. 

And ſhall we not truſt his infioite 

Pro. 3:555* Wiſdom before our own ſhallow and 
dark Underſtandipgs ? Yeg ſurely- 


We 
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We nged not therefore to trou- 
ble our ſelves with diſtraQting Phil. 4. 6 
Thoughts, and with carking Cares, ©, 
who have ſuch a wiſe Father to , per, ,_.. 
care for us here, and provides (6 | 
el for us hereafter. We havepg, ;-. 
not yet receiyed our Portion, but 14, 15. 
It 1s laid up, and uw ſafe keeping 1 Per. 1, 
for us; and within a while' we 3» -5- 
ihall come to enjoy it. Fear not lit- 
tle Flock ( faith Chriſt) it & your 
Father's good Pleaſure to give you the 
Kingdom, Luke 12, 32. 


Sure you that are adopted the 
Children of God, and have thereby J*- mon 
aRight to the Heavenly Inheritance, g,qs..-, 
may well be content with your Con- Gal. 4457 
dition in this World ; you being 
lo much better provided for in the 
World to come. What if your 
Earthly Eſtate be ſequeſtred, or any 
ways taken from you, fo long 38 1h, 14.2; 
you haye a better Eſtate in Hea- 
ven that none can deprive you of, 
even Eternal Manſions of Bliſs and 


Glory ? 
G 4 Let 


- 


mm 
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Let the Foreſight (by Faith) of 
: = » this Glorions Eſtate wean you from 
*55%»"7* all inordinate Aﬀections to Humane | 
and Earthly Things, What areal 
the Pleaſures, and Riches, and Ho- 
nours in the World, in compariſon 
of thoſe that are Spiritual and 
Heavenly ? Theſe will not fatisfy 
but increaſe our Deſires, but thoſe 
will afford us the fulleſt SatisfaQti- 
on. Theſe are Temporal, and but 
for a Moment ; but thoſe are E- 
ternal, and ſhall laſt us for ever. 
The greateſt Things that are here 
upon the Earth, will appear to be 
( what they are indeed F but very 
{mall and trivial Things, to thoſe 
that can look beyond them with an 
Eye of Faith, and take a view of 
the Heavenly Bleſledneſs. 


— co» aq  --__- _ 


« What is Earthly Majeſty, and 

&« all Earthly Glories (if put toge- 

Joh. 17.24 ther) to the beholding the Lord 
* Jeſus Chriſt in all his Majeſty 

« and Glory? What are coſtly 

* Garments and the moſt rich 

« Attire, to thoſe Robes of Right 

ag teoulnels, 
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* teouſneſs, and Garments of Sal-1,, ;,.@ 
«* vation, wherewith the Saints ſhall Rev.19.9,8 
«* be clothed in the great Day of | 
* the Marriage of the Lamb ? 

« What are the moſt ſtately Pa- 

* laces here on Earth, compared 

* with Heaven the Palace of God, wi (© 
* and the Manſions of Blefled Spi- of 
© rits? And what are all the Plea- 

«* ſures in the World, to thoſe Ri- Pal, 35.8. 
* yers of Pleaſures which are at & 16. 11, 
® God's Right Hand ? Or all the 

* Riches and Inheritances in the Col. 

« World, to that Glorious Inhe. © 7 
© ritance of the Saints in Light ? 


Whatſoever we want (as to 
outward Enjoyments ) we may com- 
fort our ſelves in the Hopes of 
Heaven ; where all our Wants will 
be abundantly ſupplied with Spi- 
ritual, Celeſtial, and much better 
Enjoyments. 


2. It adminiſters Comfort to 
Believers, againſt all rheir AMicti- 
ons and Troubles. It may be now 
you lie groaning under Bodily 
Weakneſſes, as pining Sickneſs, or 

racking 
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"_— A 4 faint ya, ( ſaith the 


racking Pains z roulipg yaur {elf to 
and fro on your Bed, 35 3 Poor 
rauleth upon its 4 preg rin 
but very little Reſt or 

ment, Fe (90 anguiſh af yo 

+ hu wegingſs of For 


But in Heaven there will aſſured- 
ly be perfett Eaſe, and 
Health, and Reſt, and Refre 

and that for evermore. 

* We arg very apprebeaſiye of 
« preſent ain, tn ſat Grie- 
& yances, but not of the Eaſe, Re- 
* freſhment and Glory that hall 
* ſucceed. Byt remember.and con- 
+ ſider well with your ſelyes, that 
© though the Pains bg ſharp, the 
* Sickneſs lingring, and hangeth 
T long ypan you, Yet preſent ime 
* is quickly paſt, but Eternity will 
& have no end. For which cauſe 


=", 
but though or ontaerd Mer pr 
wu the inuard Man # rexemed Day 
by Dey. For owr light (tions 
which are but for « Moment, web 
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py 4 4 for mare exceeding and ever: 


weight » While we 
at the gt, oe ſeen, "* 


arg not ſegn, oe 


Pains inte Pleaſure, you and 
4 Neath jg (elf ingo Lyfe. 


it ta thols 
Righteoul- 


Rut nor let mg apply 
_— adn 


- Shall apy of ws ſhrink at Suffer+ rom. 8.19; 
Gr wth tim or ver} Kam 
ſhort is the Suffering ? how long 
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2 Cor. 11, 


235 33+ 


Heb.10.32, 
36, 


the Reward ? How light the Af. 
fiction ? how weighty the Glory ? 


If we had but Wiſdom to reckon 
aright, and would weigh theſe 
Things in the Ballance of the San- 
Qtuary, we ſhould quickly ſee whe- 
ther preſent Sufferings, or the fu- 
ture Glory would turn the Scales, 
Rom. $. 18. For I reckon that the 
Sufferings of this preſem Time, are 
not worthy to be compared with the 
Glory which ſhall be revealed in us. 


There are few that have met 
with greater Sufferings than this 
great Apoſtle was exerciſed with, 
and yet he looks upon them as next 
to nothing, when compared with 
the future Glory. 1 reckon (ſaith 
he.) And moſt ſurely he had learn- 
ed to reckon aright, and this much 
refreſh'd him under all his Trials, 
Ax _ rl = peers ray 
allo, YT; [4 1 [1 - 
ing of their Goods, ey Tan p 
themſelves, that they had in Heaven 
a better and an enduring Subſtance. 


And 


——— 
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And Moſes eſteemed Reproaches for Heb. 11. 
Chriſk, greater Riches than the 25526,27- 
Treaſures in Egypt: for be bad re. 
je Otis ſaid) to the recompence of 
the Reward, He did not only bear 
his Sufferings with Patience, but 
did alſo eſteem very highly of 
them, as knowing that Heaven 
would make amends for all. 


This is it that chears the Hearts 
of God's Faithful People, in all 
their Troubles. I had fainted, (ſaith Plal.27.15. 
David) wnleſs 1 bad believed to ſee 
the Goodneſs of the Lord mm the Land 
of the Living. 


Having Ho of enjoying ſo 

= a Good, | all Time: to CY 
ternity z we may well endure a far 

leſſer Evil, when ſo ſhort, even but 

for a Moment. 


If we be. reproached for the Name 1 Per.4.1:, 
of Chriſt, we have reaſon to rejoice, --19- 
and not to be aſbamed: For on our <P- ;..-b 
Enemies part God is evil ſpoken of, 99017. © 
but on our part he u glorified. a6 ty 
j 
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if we glorify God here, by our 
ht eontitiuante ith well-doing, 
12.28 hs will alſo ptoriff vs hereafter 
* 3-21- with Chriſt, - x Glory. I 
w# fif, we regn with 
bit \, Wnt if we deity him, fg we 

derry is. 2 Tith. 2. 12. 


I, 66, 5. , Have any of vs loſt the love of 

'* Men, fot our Sitiretity af Faith- 

fulneſs ? Why what is this to the 

Rom.?, Love bf God, whith we ſhall &n- 

33-—39 joy for ever? Ate we (by vr 

Etreftiies ) caſt into Prifbe 4 We 

ſal Nortly be in vobt Father's 

Joh. 14.2. Hotfe, where there wre Manfon 
of Bliſs and Glory. 


wit.ro, The worlt that our Endvits can 
, dv ws titre, is 6ffly to Kifl the Body, 
atnd this they cannot do neither 
without the pertmilſion of Gvd ; and 
CI permits _ 
our ies, he ther eligns us 
—_— to vut Sovils. A tht vur 
Etrethies are very umskilful, whar- 
ſdever Evil chey defigh tihto us; 
fot when they impait che outward 
Man, they t better the ..- 
W 
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© ww = &@ Wo eg tu wt == 


Glimpſe of thi Saitits Fappineſs, vv 


Ward Man : And if they root us 2 Gor.g6 
ont of the Earth, they do but ſend 
us the ſodfier to Heaven. 


Yea; 44 the greattr our Suffer. Mar. 5.10, 
Id$s are Here in the World, the 5» 52 
Will be our Heppineſs here- 
after, *Twas a Saying of one of 
Artient Fathers, when vilified 
his Enemits. 


SSL 2 


SutUy thin, the Hopes of Heaven 
— d __ Hearts under all 
It 3. 


3. It _C—— 
lievers, even againſt Death it . 
Fheſe T hirnetles waf be diſ- 2 Cor. $1, 
dvd, but then ? Fe have 4 

+ of God, un Houſe not made 

Þuh , Erernal in the Heavens, 
m ſhall but oo d poor f Wis 
Cottage, to n a Princely 
Paldet'; and forfake an unquiet 

and troubleforte World, Rro__ 
O 
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Iſa. $7. 2- 
Rev. 14-13- 


of everlaſting Repoſe. Death to 
Believers is but a ſweet Sleep, and 


x 4- the Grave but a Chamber of Reſt; 


I, 14,1 $+ 


where the Body doth quietly repoſe 
it felf till the general ReſurreCtion : 
And then it ſhall certainly awake 
from its Sleep, and be raiſed again 
a moſt Glorious Body, Phil. 3. 21. 
And while the Body doth thus 
quietly reſt in the Grave, the Soul 
is ir actual Joy and Felicity. It 
doth not ſleep in the . Grave with 


*the Body, ( as fome do fooliſhly 
5- imagine ) but is preſent with the 


I Cor. 15. 
$$2$5,57- 


Lord, and in a State of Activity. 
Death is to. the Soul of every Be- 
liever an immediate Paſlage into 
Glory. Believers may therefore look 
Death in the Face with a great deal 
of Joy and Comfort, : for its Sting 
is taken away by Chriſt, and it is 
unto them a Tranſlation. Their 
Life is not taken away, but changed; 
*ris changed from a miſerable and 
corruptible Life, to that which is 
Bleſſed and Eteraal. There?s a Glo- 
rious State provided for Believers in 
the World to come, and Death is 
the ready Paſlage into it. 


wy 


pu Rr MS 


w CO Re HSA SD = =- 


—_— 


| a Glimpſe of the Saints Happineſs, 113 | 


DD —— 


Wherefore comfort one another with 1 Thedl. 4, 
theſe Words, ( ſaith the Apoſtle.) 18, 
With what Words ? Why, thet Foe | 
ſu Chriſt ſhalt come in the Clonds, ir. £69 
and take Believers unto himſelf; and 
ſo ſhall we for ever be with the Lord. 


Laſtly, The Doctrine affords mat- 
ter of Comfort, to the Dear Re- 
lations of our Deceaſed Friend ; who 
hath fought a good Fight, and hath 
finiſhed her Courſe, and is now gone 
to receive the Crown which the 
Lord hath prepared for her. 


She was os that was aſſaulted 
with many Temptations,but through 
r Salvation ſhe did 
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and 
Mind is 


it a very 
her Heart cloſe unto « 
where is there a 

that doth not ex 
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She bad a yery bearty Love (I be- , jch.3.14 
lieve) to all God's Faithful hy wel, 
not only thoſe that were of the 
_— with her, but allo to 
thoſe that differed from her in ſome 
Circumſtantials of Religion. 


She wes far from that fatious 
and natrow Spirk (which too many 
have diſcovered in theſe our Days) 
that bas no bearty Love for any 
bat thoſe 'that ars of their own 


law avy thing of the Image of God, pil.1s. 4; 
an Rich or Poor, or any Perſon Plal.1s. 2, 


that differed from her in Judgment, 


ſuch Perſons were always welcome 


She would ſpeak ber Mind freely, 
and veith very great Zeal, in vin- 
dicating Goy's Faithful Servants, 
when ſhe heard any of them ſpoken 
4gunſt, or refiacked an by others. 


rr H 3 Her 


The F aithful Souldier 's Reward ; or, 


Her Humility was very conſpi- 
cuous and apparent to alt that con- 
verfed much with her. ' And you 
of! her Neighbours who knew her 
well, can give your Atteſtation to 
what 1 ſay. How free was ſhe al- 
ways in her Converſe with you ? 
And how familiar would ' ſhe be 
with- the pooreſt of you? The Poor 
was as welcome to her as the Rich ; 
ard more eſpecially fuch' as feared 
the Lord. She'-would © viſit the 
poorelt of her Neighbours with 


; delight, when ſhe could have any 


hopes of doing them good, or of 
Adminiſtring any' Relief ro them. 


She went very modeſtly in her 
Apparel, (ever fince-I'knew her) 
chuſing rather. to go below her 
Quality, than in the Ieaſt to ex- 
cecd, She could not endure thoſe 


-ridicolous Faſhions which are now 


ſo much' followed by raany 3 thoſe 


- fooliſh and fantaſtica} Dreſſes which 


abundance: do ' pleaſe. themſelves 
with. . And for. my' part, I' verily 


believe that a great many =—_ 


+ SE SCID ES CE YT RS 


| a Glimpſe of the Saints Happineſs. 117 


amongſt us, do pleaſe but a very 
few with - their Dreſs, beſides the 
Devil and themſelves. And I wiſh 
the Lord may not bring upon theſe, 
what he brought upon the haughty 
Daughters of -Ziow, -1ſa. 3. 16,—26! 
Jer. 15. 9. = 14:1, —18. and 
$2. 1,27. Many there are which 
ſeem not to approve of theſe fool. 
iſh, fantaſtical Faſhions, and yer, 
forſooth, they mult follow the ſame, 
keſtthey make themſelves ridiculous. 
But our honoured Friend, the de- 
ceaſed Gentlewoman, was not of 
their Mind”; ' for” ſhe rather choſe 
to be accounted- ridiculous by 

and fooliſh Sinners, than to' make 
her ſelf ſo indeed, 'in the Sight of 
the All-ſeeing God. She ſpent lic- 
le time: in 'drefſing” her ſelf,” and 
2 little ſhe ſpent 4n Idlenefs.- -- 
* She would conſtantly be employ- 
edin one honeſt Buſineſs or other, 
= knowing it figful- (either in Poor 
orin Rich) to- trifle and idle away 
precious Time. 02 5%5 
H 3 
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She had indeed ber | Infirmitics 
and Weakneſles ( whith none arg 
free from while here in the World,) 
bug theſe (1 believe) wereher gre 
Grief and Burden. \ Naturally ſhe 
ſeem'd to be inclined te Paſſion, thy 
which | beve heard ber lament and 
bewpil; and | hape, through Grace, 
ſhe, did very much conquer it. 


Some of her Servants bave told 
ve, that when [ſhe bas been molt 


er Husband enjoy- 
hrs: newa id two. live amore 


_ in their Love t9 e&h other. 
She 
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She was a very careful and in- 
Mother, and had a very 
love to her Children, yet 

would never indulge them in. aby 

thing that was bad. 

Her neareſt and deareſt Relati- 1 Thed. 4. 
ons and Fr have cauſe to. Ia. 135 
ment and bewail their own Loſs ; | 
but to rejoyce and take comfort in if 


Her E and Carriage in 
ber laſt Sickneſs, and the Mornin 
before ſhe was taken ill, were very 
remarkable and affetting : For im- * 
mediately before ber laſt Sickneſs (3 
ſiz'd ber, ſhe renew'd her Reſolu- | 
tions of praiſing God more; ' and . 


told her 
Sorrowful ) Hf 


y ſhe had done. 
And the further expreſſed her wik 
H lingneſs 


——. 
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lingneſs todie, if ſhe had but mcre 
hopes of her fitneſs for it. _ And all 
this the ſame Morning before her 
Sickneſs ſeized her, which was 
therefote the more remarkable. 
And after ſhe was taken- Ill, and 
her Pains were very great upon her, 
ſhe 'would juſtify God; -and be 
ſpeaking good of his Name; fay- 
hg, 1 will bear the Indignation of 
the Lord, becauſe 1 bave finned a- 
gainſt him. Wel, ( would ſhe ſay) 
Ged js ſtill Good and Graciow, O! 
that I could love ſo Good a God 
more ! | 


It is very affeting to hear a poor 
Soul. ( who is even ready to breath 
ur her laſt) ſtill breathing forgh 
earneſt Deſires after God, and after 
2 more ardent Love unto him. She 
deſired to loye him more while ſhe 
was, here : and O now ſhe loves, 
execs as ſhe is beloved! 


She renew'd her Reſolutions of 
praiſing God more, and now ſhe's 
gono to ſing everlaſting Alelujaby. 


Let 


- 
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Let this therefore comfort her 
deareſt Relations, and every one of 
us who truly loved her ; that though pg. ...1 
it's far more gainful to her. We 
have ground to hope that her Soul 
is gone to the Spirits of the Juſt 
made perfeft ; where ſhe ſhall fin 
no more, nor ſorrow any more 3 
but all Tears ſhall be wiped from Rev. 21.4. 
her Eyes : and there ſhall be no more 
Death, neither Sickne, nor Pain ; 
for the former Things are paſled 
away. 


Now the Uſe that we ſhould make 
of what hath been ſpoken in tho 
Praiſe and Commendation of our 
deceaſed Friend, is to follow and 
imitate her Ex , in whatſoever 
was excellent imitable in her. 


She was much in reading the 
Word of God, in Meditation and 
Secret Prayer, -and in that neceſlary 
(and too much negleRed) Duty of 
Self-Examination. 


Lct 
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fore we might fee i 

_ to ſhun and OS Non 

od whereinſoever ſhe did excel, 
let 
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let us labour to imitate her. And ,,.;, 4.8,9. 
let us always endeavour to be Fol- yet, 4.2. 
lowers of thoſe, who thraugh Faith and 

Patience inheris the Promuſes. 


: Now ante him that is able to hyep Jude, ver. 
you from faling, and to preſent you +41 3% 
faultleſs before the Pre ſence of bu cles 

with excee oy, To the only-Wiſe 

Goll our $ y; be Glory and Ma 

jy, Daminuens and Power, bub new 

and ever, Amen. 


An EPITAPH. 


Oor Mortals ! how can you once caſt an Hye 
Open this Ron and Grave wherein 1 
And not _ ur Bodjes muſt 
Within 4 be bud i n Dap. 


But thats not all, your Souls muſt. then aſcend 
To God's Tribunal, where your final End 
Shall be determined ; and you deom'd to 

A Place of everlaſting Weal, or Wo. 


And O ! bow bappy they that ſhall obtain 
A Portion in thoſe Manſions, which remain 
To all Eternity ;, where - ſbal ſi ing 


Triumphant Allelujabs to their King / 


But Wo, wo, wo, ten thouſand Woes to thoſe 
Whe God forgat, and ſinful Pleaſures choſe * 
For they in everlaſting Flames nut lit, 

And be tormented to Eternity, 


Memento Mori. Learn this Lefſon well : 
Think on the Foys of Heav'n, and Pains of Hel* 


Rouſe from 4 ſinful Sloth, caſt off thy Chains; 
Believe, Repent, and work Time remans. 


FINITS, 


